
OCTOBER 2021

FREE  |  Circulation 39,000  |  www.conejoguardian.org  | Thousand Oaks, Newbury Park, and Westlake Village

Local Firefighters, Health Care Workers 
and Parents Stand Up to Oppose Vaccine Mandates

by Annalisa Pesek

CVUSD School 
Board Locks 
Doors to Public

by Rachel Anaya

Navy Commander Puts Medical Freedom 
Over ‘Un-American’ Mandates
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“There has been a
steady decrease in 

enrollment for the past 
few years. I believe this 

agenda item may be a 
tipping point for more 
parents to withdraw 

their children and look 
into homeschooling 

options.”

by Kate Kilpatrick
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Career on the line: Cmdr. Alexander calls the “vaccine” mandate “a very real consequence of a growing acceptance 
of tyranny in American governance.”
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Locked doors confronted parents 
at the August 31 Conejo Valley Unified 
School District (CVUSD) board meeting. 
Thirty or so Conejo Valley residents gath-
ered outside with signs and public com-
ments prepared, only to realize their voices 
wouldn’t be heard. A notice was taped to 
the doors which read:

“In alignment with the City of Thou-
sand Oaks and in alignment with Execu-
tive Order N-08-21, the Board of Educa-
tion will be virtually hosting today’s Board 
meeting, with Public Comments available 
via telephone only, and public viewing 

Agoura Hills resident “Taryn” at one 
point climbed the ranks at Discovery 
Channel Studios, only to realize that a 
high-powered executive position in the 
cutthroat entertainment industry was 
not her life’s passion. A family crisis led 
to her dream job of caretaking.

Sadly, the certified nursing assistant 
is again at a career crossroads, being 
forced to choose either to get an experi-
mental shot or find another job.  

“The noose around my neck is 
starting to tighten,” the 30-something 
“Taryn” — who wishes to remain anon-
ymous for this article because she fears 
retaliation from her employer, which is 
cooperating with statewide COVID-19 
vaccine mandates —   told the Conejo 

Guardian. “I feel the chair slipping be-
neath my feet. Watching so many nurses 
protest [this mandate], I know I am not 
the only one feeling this way. It is alarm-
ing how many people don’t want to take 
the vaccine.” 

Serving seniors in communities 
throughout Santa Barbara and Ventura 
counties, Taryn describes an increasing-
ly “paralyzing” work environment where 
discrimination against the unvaccinated 
is becoming more commonplace. She 
notes that employees who refuse to get 
the jab are singled out. Her manager, 
she said, confronted unvaccinated em-
ployees in front of other staff, reminding 
them they will not be allowed in compa-
ny facilities if they do not comply by the 
deadline.  

“I need to make a living,” Taryn said. 

After 22 years of service in the U.S. 
Navy, Commander Raymond Alexan-
der, a Camarillo father of three, is now 
discovering that standing for liberty may 

cost him his job.
Alexander faces the choice between 

continuing his military service or resign-
ing, after receiving a military order requir-
ing that he receive the COVID-19 vaccine 
— which he believes is an inappropriate 
requirement. He is challenging the order 
and intends to resign unless the mandate 

is rescinded before the implementation 
deadline at the end of December.

“[I’m] basically forgoing my poten-
tial further career in the reserves,” Al-
exander told the Conejo Guardian. “It 
comes down to ‘Do I sacrifice the rights 

Overwhelming Support: More than 200 Los Angeles County firefighters 
gathered at the Local 1014 union meeting on September 14 to opposed forced 
vaccinations.
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CVUSD School Board Locks Doors to Meeting:
Passes Policy Without Public Presence

available on television and via 
internet live stream through the 
CVUSD website.”  

By contrast, the meeting’s 
agenda posted several days be-
fore advertised that “due to the 
current COVID-19 concerns, the 
District will permit members of 
the public to address the Board 
via telephone or in person.”

With this in mind, dozens 
showed up only to be unceremo-
niously barred by their school 
board members, who made no at-
tempt to correct their ambiguous 
communications to the crowd.

“They don’t want to listen to 
anybody. And they’re making ex-
cuses because it says online that 
they’re supposed to be open,” a fa-

ther of two CVUSD students told 
the Conejo Guardian. The board 
apparently neglected to eliminate 
the phrase “in person,” creating a 
frustrating scene for the crowd of 
mothers and fathers waiting to be 
heard.

Many were there to speak out 
against mask mandates and ex-
perimental COVID “vaccines” in 
public schools.

“We have to realize how se-
rious this is. Because if you keep 
caving, just saying, ‘Oh, I’ll accept 
this little tyranny and inconve-
nience, and then I’ll accept the 
next level tyranny,’ you’re going 
to lose it all,” said Thousand Oaks 
resident, Jeff Schwartz.

Meanwhile, the board unan-
imously approved its resolutions 
without a single comment from 

those eagerly waiting outside. 
Board member Karen Sylvester 
felt it was important to inform the 
public that the board is “trying to 
create two new advisory councils 
to further increase stakeholder 
and parent involvement. The first 
is called APAC which stands for 
‘African-American Parent Advi-
sory Council.’ And the second is 
an LGBTQ+ advisory council.” 
Informational webinars were 
hosted that week to answer ques-
tions about these councils, but 
no action was taken during the 
board meeting.

Rocky Capobianco, appoint-
ed by the board to the vacancy left 
by former member Jenny Fitzger-
ald, addressed parents’ growing 
concerns with the “Teen Talk” 
sexual education curriculum.

“I ask that our review com-
mittee take parent and communi-
ty values into consideration when 
reviewing Teen Talk as a frame-
work,” he advised.

Catherine Xu, the student 
board trustee, reported on free 
meal programs and said that stu-
dents were asked in many classes 
to state “their ‘pronouns’ in their 
introductions in the beginning 
of the year” — a fact that has dis-
turbed and angered many par-
ents.

Board president Bill Gorback 
very briefly mentioned the man-
datory 10-day quarantine of stu-
dents who are exposed to COVID 
and the apparent lack of instruc-
tional support and in-person 
learning these students receive.

Motion after motion was 
passed which the obligatory ques-
tion, “Any public comments?” 
posed to a non-existent audience.

One of these resolutions, 
Board Policy 3452, made certain 
board members uncomfortable. 
Before it could be voted on, board 
member Lauren Gill expressed 
her concern over a passage that 
discussed “providing equitable 
opportunities for males and fe-
males” in equipment for athletics.

“There’s no need to have this 
binary language,” she complained, 
referring to the acknowledgment 
that humanity is divided into two 
genders, a fact Gill rejects. But the 
board quickly voted to amend 
the language from “males and fe-
males” to “all students,” in agree-
ment with Gill.

The board also voted to re-
new several contracts, includ-

ing one with the Committee for 
Children, an organization that 
teaches a “social-emotional learn-
ing” approach to bullying. The 
organization provides educators 
with resources that emphasize 
“recognizing, condemning, dis-
rupting, and seeking to rectify 
systemic injustices that create 
barriers to each child’s success.” 
The board letter of support and 
intent states that they “believe 
that social-emotional learning is 
fundamental to achieving social 
justice.”

A break was called midway 
through, when pressure from 
the gathered families grew too 
great for certain board members. 
The board called the police with 
hopes that their meeting might 
proceed uninterrupted by the 
“noise disruption taking place 
outside.” However, the respond-
ing officers were sympathetic to 
the people’s civil right to protest 
and encouraged them to continue 
doing so respectfully. The moth-
ers and fathers remained outside 
until the session ended.

At the conclusion of the 
meeting, CVUSD board mem-
bers promptly took the back exit 
to their personal vehicles, but not 
without drawing the attention of 
the crowd. Parents tried to pose 
their comments and questions 
to the superintendent and trust-
ees as these mask-wearing public 
servants scuttled to their cars and 
disappeared.

The Conejo Guardian via 
email and telephone requested an 

Continued from pg. 1

Honoring the Heroes of 9/11

On Saturday, September 11, 
Pepperdine University in Malibu held 
several events to commemorate the 
attack on America that took place 
twenty years earlier. On that day, nearly 
3,000 people were killed by 19 militants 
associated with the Islamic extremist 
group al-Qaeda in four coordinated 
suicide attacks on the World Trade 
Center in lower Manhattan, the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and a 
plane crash into a field in Pennsylvania. 
Since 2008, the “Waves of Flags” display 
has featured 2,977 flags — one for each 
victim — placed along Pacific Coast 
Highway and Malibu Canyon Road.

The events began at 5:30 a.m. 
at the Thomas E. Burnett Jr. Heroes 
Garden, with wreaths laid at the exact 
time of day that each of the airplanes 
went down. The names of all 2,977 
victims began scrolling on screens 
in Alumni Park at 8 a.m. Following a 
prayer service in the amphitheater next 
to Payson Library, guests viewed the 
film United 93, which tells the heroic 

by Katherine Strange

Continued on pg. 20

Continued on pg. 4

A Day For Heroes: Pepperdine honored the fallen of 9/11 with a series of memorial events, including a keynote ad-
dress by actor and Presidential Citizens Medal awardee, Gary Sinise, on the twentieth anniversary of the attack on our 
nation.

Barring Public Attendance: CVUSD locked parents out of its recent school board meetings, 
limiting participation to online only.
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While Ventura County ag-
gressively closed businesses, 
schools, churches and play-
grounds during its devastating 
response to the COVID out-
break, it remains befuddled by 
the sizable homeless population 
located at the Santa Clara Riv-
er bottom — a decades-long 
source of crime, wildfires and 
pollution in the area.

“We’ve heard from many of 
you having concerns about en-
campments of individuals fac-
ing homelessness,” county ex-
ecutive Mike Powers said in an 
August 11 statement.  “In recent 
years, the number and size of 
homeless encampments in the 
river bottom have significantly 
increased, pointing to the need 
for long-term solutions for un-
sheltered individuals posing a 
threat to public health, sanita-
tion, and environmental health.”

Powers added that a large-
scale effort involving nearly two 
dozen agencies in an “extensive 
network of County Services and 
housing programs” will once 
again attempt to remove the il-
legal encampment, which has 
sprung back after each previ-
ous eviction effort for at least 15 
years.

By the 1990s, the Santa 
Clara River bottom was home 
to the oldest and largest home-
less community in Southern 
California outside of the inner 

cities, with a population of up 
to 200 arriving at least as far 
back as the World War Two era. 
Infamous to both officials and 
residents, the camp became a 
frequent sinkhole of county re-
sources. For example, in 1995, 
Ventura County sheriffs warned 
river bottom squatters to vacate 
the encampment ahead of win-
ter flooding, which had killed a 
resident three years earlier. The 
homeless community resisted 
the authorities, with one man 
making vulgar gestures at their 
helicopter. In the ensuing flood, 
the helicopter returned to res-
cue men clinging to trees above 
the rising water — but not be-
fore it had claimed another life.

The encampment is not only 
a danger to itself but to the sur-
rounding area as it became a ha-
ven for drug use and other crim-
inal activity to the point where 
police don’t even keep statistics. 
The crime was too much even 
for some 
h o m e l e s s 
r e s i d e nt s , 
one telling 
the Los An-
geles Times, 
“It was too 
violent over 
there, too 
much stuff 
going on. 
You leave your camp for 15 min-
utes, and they steal whatever it is 
you got.”

The Ventura City Council 
eventually voted to ban the en-
campment after years of ignor-

ing it and allocated $225,000 to 
evict its occupants, who would 
merely sneak back as soon as au-
thorities turned their backs. The 
Times quoted one man that he 
would return “just as soon as I 

can get away 
with it.” 

Unable 
to enforce 
their ban, 
in 2005, of-
ficials de-
cided to 
partially le-
galize it by 
creating a 

permanent, self-governing tent 
city on public land adjacent to 
the river bottom. The new com-
munity, called River Haven, 
was first proposed in 1991 by 
councilman Todd Collart in re-

sponse to complaints about the 
river bottom’s homeless popu-
lation, but it did not get off the 
ground until Ventura’s commu-
nity services manager personal-
ly attended a sweep. The camp 
would be managed by Turning 
Point Foundation, and would 
include transitional housing 
(first domes, then Tuff Sheds) 
with strict rules. A major provi-
sion was the establishment of a 
homeless zone on the outskirts 
of the community for those that 
did not want to adhere to its 
substance-abuse prohibition. 

The designated legal area did 
not succeed in enticing squatters 
to emerge from the riverbed, 
and crime continued. The River 
Haven residents were the latest 
victims, losing their belongings 
and valuable propane to thieves 

in the tall brush by the river. 
Within a year of River Haven’s 
establishment, a construction 
worker was stabbed to death by 
a transient on the bridge over 
the river. Citing the increase in 
crime, in June 2006, Ventura 
County sheriffs performed the 
first eviction sweep of the river 
bottom in nearly a decade. But, 
preferring a softer approach, 
the county brought in social 
services instead of dealing with 
the problem in a “strictly law 
enforcement way,” according to 
Captain Ron Nelson. Having 
cleared the camp, the subse-
quent cleanup was estimated to 
cost $20,000 per acre.

Illicit camping soon re-
turned. In November 2009, 

“Hundreds of now-
routine homeless 

encounters are 
recorded within a 

two-mile radius of the 
riverbed.”

County Fails for Years to Clear Illegal Riverbed Encampment
By Eric Ingemunson

“Do I not get the shot and give up my 
dream?” 

Millions like her nationwide are 
wrestling with the decision to vacci-
nate or not to vaccinate, and how they 
will cope with the ramifications of their 
choices. Many choosing not to get the 
jab are seeking medical and religious ex-
emptions, others are filing lawsuits, and 
still others are standing up and peace-
fully protesting. As America’s Frontline 
Doctor Jeff Barke recently reminded a 
local audience, “If we are not willing to 
sacrifice now, we will sacrifice every-
thing later on.”

Prepared to Fight
Newbury Park native and UCLA an-

esthesiologist Dr. Chris Rake has taken 
a strong stance against forced vaccine 
mandates, openly denouncing the re-
quirements since they were implement-
ed by California State Public Health 
Officer and Director Tomás Aragón in 
early August. 

Rake wasted no time launching the 
nonprofit CUFF (Citizens United for 
Freedom), which seeks to activate the 
citizenry “to work to preserve our free-
dom of bodily autonomy… [and] to re-
store the freedom this great country was 

once known for” through protests and 
community calls to action, communi-
cated through the organization’s weekly 
newsletter. 

Knowledgeable of the medical as-
pects of the coronavirus, as well as the 
life-saving early treatments that combat 
severe illness from COVID-19, Rake has 
helped inform and mobilize hundreds of 
Californians to act against the encroach-
ing efforts of the state to essentially hold 
people’s bodies and jobs ransom, as he 
describes it. 

“I am not going to negotiate with 
terrorists,” said Rake in a conversation 
with the Conejo Guardian. “The only 
thing they respond to is power,” speak-
ing of state authorities pushing health 
measures threatening to destroy his live-
lihood.

“We’re going to take the fight to 
them…. We’re going to call for a state-
wide shutdown if Governor Newsom 
and Dr. Aragón do not revoke this man-
date. ... We’re confident of one thing: as 
Dr. Martin Luther King said, ‘The arc of 
history is long but it always bends to-
ward justice.’ We’re on the side of truth, 
we’re on the side of law, we’re on the side 
of ethics and common human decency. 
Even if takes a long time, we know we 
will prevail; it’s just a matter of standing 
up united.”

“It’s a totalitarian move,” argued 
Rake against that approach. “You get 
comfortable in your medical exemption 
… but it’s not going to win back our free-
doms. Everyone can stand behind med-
ical freedom, and every person has the 
right to choose for his or her own body.” 

The focus of CUFF is peaceful civil 
disobedience, in protest of mandatory 
vaccine and mask mandates.

“We need unity, we need sacrifice, 
we need to stick together,” Rake said. 
“We do not leave anyone behind. This 
is a ‘We the People’ movement. And we 
will not stop until we get full and com-

Continued from pg. 1

Continued on pg. 13

First Responders Stand Together To Oppose Vaccine Mandates

Continued on pg. 19

County Failure: Satellite images show the ongoing blight of a decades-old homeless encamp-
ment in Ventura County.

CUFF encourages its members not 
to rely on medical and religious exemp-
tions as a workaround for the vaccine 
mandates.

“The exemptions are a trap,” said 
Rake. “They [government officials] don’t 
have a right to give you an exemption. 
When you apply for an exemption, it’s 
like you’re applying to them and ac-
knowledging some sort of authority they 
have over your body.” 

Some churches, including God-
speak Calvary Chapel, of which Rake is a 
member, take a different view of exemp-
tions. More than 8,000 exemptions were 
downloaded from that church’s website 
mere days after the form was first posted. 
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Ivermectin is an an-
ti-parasite medication manu-
factured by Merck and FDA 
“approved for the treatment 
of strongyloidiasis of the in-
testinal tract and onchocer-
ciasis.” It is used to treat head 
lice and rosacea as well, and 
has been used successfully 
to treat COVID patients in 
India, Argentina and South 
Africa, nations which benefit 
from the drug’s availability 
and low cost.

Dr. Nathi Mdladla, head 
of the intensive care unit at 
Durban’s George Mukhari 
Academic Hospital, told the 
BBC that during the early 
months of COVID, “People 
were dying and doctors were 
looking at many treatment 
options to try and save lives. 
Ivermectin was one of the 
drugs doctors repurposed.”

In April 2020, an Aus-
tralian team of researchers 
at Melbourne’s Monash Bio-
medicine Discovery Institute 

published promising lab studies.
“We found that even a 

single dose could essentially re-
move all viral RNA by 48 hours 
and that even at 24 hour there 
was a really significant reduc-
tion in it,” Dr. Kylie Wagstaff, 
the leader of the study, said in a 
statement.

Another April 2020 study 
conducted by researchers at the 
University of Utah found that 
“critically ill patients with lung 
injury requiring mechanical 
ventilation may benefit from 
administration of Ivermectin,” 
ABC News reported. They re-
ported a lower mortality rate.

ABC News wrote that “ex-
perts suggest that [ivermectin] 
essentially treats [COVID] like 
[a parasite] and blocks the viral 
RNA [ribonucleic acid] from 
invading healthy cells ... giving 
the patient’s immune system 
more time to fight [the illness] 
off.”

The scientist who devel-
oped ivermectin more than 40 
years ago was awarded the No-
bel Peace prize for his life-sav-
ing discovery in 2015. Pills 
average $5.40 a piece at U.S. 

pharmacies. The Pfizer “vac-
cine” averages $20 a dose.

If ivermectin showed such 
early promise in 2020, why 
hasn’t it been approved for 
emergency use? That may have 
something to do with a new 
drug Merck has been develop-
ing specifically for COVID.

In June 2021, Merck signed 

a $1.2 billion deal with the U.S. 
government for 1.7 million 
courses of an “investigational 
antiviral treatment, molnupira-
vir (MK-4482), for COVID-19, 
pending emergency use au-
thorization.” The federal gov-
ernment has promised to pay 
Merck $705 per course of the 
new COVID medication which 

has not yet received FDA ap-
proval.

In the meantime, anec-
dotal responses worldwide 
show ivermectin to poten-
tially be a low-cost, effective 
treatment worthy of greater 
study.

Two senior FDA officials unex-
pectedly stepped down over what 
they viewed as interference from the 
White House, which announced a 
booster schedule before FDA approval 
has been secured. A CNN source de-
scribed the White House’s actions as 
“prejudging what the FDA would say.” 

White House COVID-19 Re-
sponse Team coordinator Jeff Zients, 
attempting to deflect criticisms of ma-
nipulation, said, “This is pending FDA 
conducting an independent evaluation 
and CDC’s panel of outside experts 
issuing a booster dose recommenda-
tion.” 

But the senior FDA officials who 
resigned stunned the world by co-au-
thoring a critical study in one of the 
most prestigious science journals.

Dr. Marion Gruber, former direc-
tor of the Office of Vaccines Research 

and Review at the FDA’s Center for Bi-
ologics Evaluation and Research, and 
Dr. Philip Krause, deputy director of 
the office, authored a study with oth-
ers to lay out their concerns in The 
Lancet on September 13. It reads, 
“[T]here could be risks if boosters 
are widely introduced too soon, or 
too frequently, especially with vac-
cines that can have immune-mediat-
ed side-effects (such as myocarditis, 
which is more common after the sec-
ond dose of some mRNA vaccines,3 
or Guillain-Barre syndrome, which 
has been associated with adenovi-
rus-vectored COVID-19 vaccines4). 
If unnecessary boosting causes sig-
nificant adverse reactions, there 
could be implications for vaccine ac-
ceptance that go beyond COVID-19 
vaccines. Thus, widespread boosting 
should be undertaken only if there is 
clear evidence that it is appropriate.”

The risks are of a serious enough 
nature to deserve further careful 
study, they concluded.

Senior FDA Officials 
Step Down Over 
Booster Dispute

By Conejo Guardian Staff

What Is Ivermectin and Why Is It Getting So Much Bad Press Lately?

interview with Superintendent Mark Mc-
Laughlin, but received no response.

Two weeks later the school board 
met again, this time with a clearer un-
derstanding that in-person comments 
would not be received. One local resi-
dent voiced concerns about the board’s 
contract with the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL), an organization whose 
goal is to “prioritize preventing and 
countering domestic terrorism, re-
source according to the threat, oppose 
extremists in government service, take 
domestic terrorism prevention mea-
sures, end the complicity of social me-
dia in facilitating extremism, create an 
independent clearinghouse for online 
extremist content, and target foreign 
white supremacist terrorist groups.”

Republicans and conservatives are 

increasingly labeled as “domestic terror-
ists” by progressives, and the ADL’s stat-
ed agenda to have people with non-pro-
gressive views banned from social media 
and public society alarmed some. ADL’s 
contract with the CVUSD would allow 
the district to host educational seminars 
for parents to learn more about “diversi-
ty, equity, and inclusion,” language often 
used for Critical Race Theory.

Allison, a Thousand Oaks resident, 
called to clarify why the board felt the 
need to partner with this organization, 
spend tax dollars, and teach these values, 
when already “there has been a steady 
decrease in enrollment for the past few 
years. I believe this agenda item,” she rea-
soned, “may be a tipping point for more 
parents to withdraw their children and 
look into homeschooling options.”

However, the contract passed with a 
5-0 vote.

Parents Barred From CVUSD 
School Board Meeting

Continued from pg. 2

By Conejo Guardian Staff
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Health News At a Glance

England Drops 
Unpopular Vaccine 
Passports 

England announced on September 
13 that it was dropping plans to require 
vaccine passports for indoor or crowd-
ed events. The BBC described the move 
as “a sharp U-turn by the government.”

Sajid Javid, Secretary of State for 
Health and Social Care, said of the 
passports on UK television he “never 
liked the idea of saying to people you 
must show your papers” to “do what is 
just an everyday activity.”

‘Vaccinated’ People 
Continue To Get Ill

A CDC study of Massachusetts vi-
ral cases in July found that 74 percent 
of cases were among fully and partial-
ly vaccinated residents, according to a 
CNBC article from July 30.

Teachers Union 
Makes Demands of 
Students

In August, the United Teachers Los 
Angeles union demanded the school 
district require students 12 years and 
older get experimental COVID “vac-
cines” to attend school, and on Sep-
tember 9, the LA Unified School Board 
passed such a requirement. 

Board member Nick Melvoin cit-
ed the inconvenience of implementing 
the previous requirement - frequent 
testing of thousands of students weekly 
- as one of the factors in his decision 
to require shots. According to CBS 
News, “Melvoin said many school ad-
ministrators are overwhelmed because 

they’re spending the majority of their 
time on COVID protocols.”

The teachers union also demanded 
that younger children be sent home if 
anyone, including teachers, tests posi-
tive for COVID. Exactly how students 
could be sent home en masse for ill-
ness or exposure with uninterrupted 
instruction remains entirely uncertain, 
the LA Times reported.

Aussies Build More 
Concentration 
Camps for 
International and 
Interstate Travelers 
with COVID

Queensland, Australia, is con-
structing a new quarantine concentra-
tion camp where international visitors 
and Aussies from other states will be 
forced to stay if they choose not to re-
ceive the COVID shot, according to an 
ABC News report. 

The facility, known as Wellcamp, is 
not the first of its kind in Australia. In 
the last year, the government has sent 
thousands of travelers into “mandatory 
supervised quarantine” for two weeks 
at similar concentration camps, at the 
travelers’ own expense.

A Washington Post bureau chief 
quarantined earlier this year described 
the repurposed prefabricated units 
at the Howard Springs concentration 
camp as “part trailer camp, part hospi-
tal, part prison.”

The Australia Department of 
Health defines quarantine as “staying 
in a room for 14 days with no visitors.” 
In addition to solitary confinement, 
there are fines for not following the 
rules inside or attempting to leave be-
fore permitted. 

Construction of concentration 

camps, combined with some of the 
strictest lockdowns globally, has driven 
thousands of Australians to protest in 
the streets. The prime minister contin-
ues to coerce residents into getting the 
COVID shot or face continued lock-
downs. In exchange for compliance, 
he promises “there will be special rules 
that apply to you.”

Israel Reports High 
Hospitalization Rate 
Among Vaccinated

Science magazine reported that 59 
percent of Israel’s COVID hospitaliza-
tions in mid-August were Israelis who 
had completed the two-dose Pfizer 
series. This followed a July CNBC ar-
ticle showing Israel’s Health Ministry 
was concerned because the effective-
ness of the Pfizer BioNTech shot had 
dropped from a high of 90 percent at 
the beginning of the year to 39 percent 
by mid-July.

Why is this happening in a country 
where nearly 80 percent of people 12 
years and older received two COVID 
“vaccine” shots? A few possibilities 
have been offered. 

First, the effectiveness of the 
COVID shot appears to wane within 
six months.

Second, a more contagious strain 
of the virus now comprises all recent 
infections in Israel, against which the 
shots are less effective.

Finally, authorities concede that 
none of the COVID shots are 100 per-
cent effective.

Israel’s response has been to “vac-
cinate” more. They have redefined 
“fully vaccinated,” as those receiving 
three COVID shots. They are further 
restricting access to restaurants and 
other indoor areas to those individuals 
only.

Natural Immunity to 
Covid Superior to 
Vaccines
Israel released data in late August 
that adds to a growing group of 
studies showing natural immunity 
against COVID — meaning people 
who contracted the virus naturally 
— is better than “vaccines.” Most 
significantly, the Israelí study found 
that individuals with natural immunity 
were at lower risk of contracting 
the Delta variant than those who 
got two doses of the “vaccine” from 
Pfizer Inc. and BioNTech SE, as 
reported by Bloomberg News. This 
study comes at a time when Israel 
is experiencing a significant decline 
in “vaccine” effectiveness. The 
Israelí study confirms findings from 
previous studies in the U.S. The CDC 
acknowledges on its website, “We don’t 
know how long protection lasts for 
those who are vaccinated.”

In July, Emory Vaccine Center director 
Rafi Ahmed, PhD, released findings 
from a similar study that confirmed that 
the human body’s natural “antibody 
responses, especially IgG antibodies, 
were not only durable in the vast 
majority of patients but decayed at a 
slower rate than previously estimated, 
which suggests that patients are 
generating longer-lived plasma cells 
that can neutralize the SARS-CoV-2 
spike protein.”
As Bloomberg reported, the strength 
of natural immunity highlights “the 
challenge of relying exclusively on 
immunizations to move past the 
pandemic.“

Contaminants Found 
in Moderna‘s Vials to 
Japan

In late August, Kyodo News and 
Forbes.com reported contaminants 
were discovered in vials manufactured 
in Spain by the American pharmaceu-
tical company Moderna for distribu-
tion in Japan, causing Japanese offi-
cials to notify 863 distribution centers 
across the country about the problem 
and halt distribution of 1.63 million 
doses of the COVID treatment.

Reuters reported again in Septem-
ber that new contaminants were found 
in yet another vial “from a different lot 
than the other lots, and rubber stopper 
material appears to have gone into it 
during the manufacturing process.”

Kaiser Pushes 
Penalties for Non-
’vaccinated’

Kaiser Permanente, one of the larg-
est health plan providers in the coun-
try, with 12.5 million members, is pro-
moting a health social score of sorts 
that penalizes an individual for opting 
not to get an experimental COVID 
shot. 

The reasoning is based in part on 
the Affordable Care Act, which prohib-
its insurers from charging more based 
on people’s health status, with the ex-
ception of smokers. Smokers can be 
charged higher premiums.

In an August New York Times 
Op-ed, Kaiser Health News Editor 
Elizabeth Rosenthal suggested that 
choosing not to be injected for COVID 
should be included as another offen-
sive behavior deserving higher premi-
ums.  

For perspective, less than 50 per-
cent of adults 18 and older choose to 
receive the annual flu shot, yet Kaiser 
has never proposed a non-vaccination 
penalty for those who choose not to. 

ABC News reports it’s too late for 
any rate changes to be adopted in 2022, 
but Kaiser seems intent upon raising 
the topic with enough time to possibly 
prepare for 2023. 

California Confirmed Covid Deaths
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Supervisors Declare County is Pervaded by ‘Systemic Racism’
In November 2020, the Ventura County board of supervisors passed a resolution declaring that “systemic racism” is an “institutional and structural” problem in the 

County which should impact how the County spends its $2.6 billion annual budget.
The resolution stated: “[T]he Board of Supervisors of the County of Ventura hereby: Declares that racism and social inequalities have created a public health crisis af-

fecting Ventura County ...” They pledged to direct potentially hundreds of millions of dollars in policing and public health funds toward anti-racism efforts.
The full text of the resolution is below.

1
2

3
4
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For nearly two years, unelected Ventu-
ra County health officials have exercised a 
historic amount of direct control over the 
daily lives of nearly a million local residents, 
with the power to order businesses, schools 
and churches to shut down, and to attempt 
to require individuals to receive COVID-19 
“vaccinations” and cover their faces. These 
health officials, who make nearly half a 
million dollars each in annual salary and 
benefits, answer only to Ventura County’s 
board of supervisors, but in its most recent 
meeting, the board appeared unwilling to 
give them much active oversight or direc-
tion. Instead, supervisors continued to al-
low health officials to dictate county health 
policy in pursuit of ever-changing targets.

Upon reconvening from summer 
break, the five members of the Ventura 
County Board of Supervisors sat large-
ly silent during a lengthy presentation on 
COVID-19 mandates by county CEO Mi-
chael Powers, freelance public health offi-
cer Robert Levin — who recently received 
a substantial 12.5 percent increase in pay to 
nearly $300,000 a year — health care agen-
cy director Barry Zimmerman, and pub-
lic health director Rigoberto Vargas as the 
foursome recommended expanding vacci-
nations of children, mandating vaccines for 

At Recent Meeting, County Supervisors Cheerlead 
Mask Mandates, Mass Vaccinations

By Joel Kilpatrick and Conejo 
Guardian Staff

Chilling Precedent: County supervisors are sending mobile medical trucks 
to local public schools to try to have more children vaccinated, even though 
almost no children in California have died due to coronavirus.

health care workers and extending existing 
mask mandates indefinitely.

While county measures have withered 
under scrutiny due to questionable data, 
unintended side effects and community 
backlash, there was little back-and-forth 
between the supervisors and their subor-
dinates at September’s virtual meeting. The 
few questions asked were primarily to sat-
isfy general curiosities and did not appear 
designed to create accountability for the 
health officials or to set goals by which to 
measure their policies’ success.

Powers, the top county executive, 
whose taxpayer-funded pay and benefits 
tops $500,000 annually according to trans-
parentcalifornia.com, was the first of the 
four to speak at the meeting. He reported 
a need for $143 million in rental and busi-
ness COVID-19 relief grants. No supervi-
sor asked if recipients needed the assistance 
because of county lockdown orders, but 
chairwoman Linda Parks offered self-con-
gratulations for distributing the funds.

“In the midst of such difficult times, 
it’s been extraordinary to stand up for our 
community and small businesses and allo-
cate funds to address multiple health, social 
and economic impacts,” she said.

Powers then noted he was “excited” 
that nearly 80 percent of adult residents had 
received at least one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccination.

“Since we last met with your board, 
we’ve had over 90,000 vaccines adminis-

tered,” he said.
Public health director Vargas shared 

his goal of maximum vaccination rates 
and touted outreach events to schools to 
promote vaccinations for middle and high 
schoolers, though the blind effort to vac-
cinate this entire young population of lit-
tle-to-no-risk citizens has drawn criticism. 
According to the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the case fatality rate for children 
is negligible.

Rather than probe that issue, Parks 
praised the county’s “tremendous” vaccina-
tion effort.

“It’s great to see you on the high school 
campuses and now working to get our chil-
dren 12 and up,” she said.

Vargas went on to say the county needs 
to “fully flatten the curve.” No query came 
from the supervisors as to what a “fully flat-
ten”ed curve looks like or what metrics con-
stitute success.

In the following discussion, Vargas 
revealed that 26 percent of hospital admis-
sions in the prior two weeks were from vac-
cinated individuals, among other figures of 
note. No supervisor questioned any of the 
data given.

“It’s very important young people get 
vaccinated,” Vargas continued. The county 
is making “really good progress” vaccinat-
ing kids 12 and older, he said. “Let’s contin-
ue to vaccinate our students that are eligi-
ble.”

Dr. Levin then spoke, admitting that 

new COVID variants “have properties that 
help it evade current vaccines.” He then laid 
the groundwork for attempting to impose 
indefinite mask mandates on the county-
wide population. At one point, Supervisor 
Kelly Long thanked Levin for the mask 
mandate extension.

She then asked if vaccinated people 
should get tested for antibodies before get-
ting a booster, and Levin advised that they 
skip that step and “just get revaccinated.”

HCA director Barry Zimmerman dis-
cussed the August 5 state mandate requir-
ing vaccinations for all health care workers. 
Since only 77 percent of hospital workers 
have shown proof of vaccination or an 
exemption, “staff shortages is a real issue,” 
Zimmerman warned.

While the county faces the risk of los-
ing nearly a quarter of its hospital workers 
due to the state mandate, the supervisors 
did not ask why up to 23 percent of hospi-
tal workers are unvaccinated compared to 
only 20 percent of the general population. 

Parks acknowledged, “We felt like once 
everyone was vaccinated they were safe. 
Now with the breakthroughs, that’s a dif-
ferent situation.”

Her last question for Levin on the 
subject was if the county would be as “ag-
gressive” in its outreach for boosters as it 
has been with its other COVID efforts. 
When answered in the affirmative, she was 
pleased and added that some segments of 
the population “may need to be convinced.”

Hospital ‘Staff Shortages Is a Real Issue’: The County continues to push 
indefinite mask mandates and child vaccinations — while standing to lose a 
quarter of County medical staff due to controversial vaccine mandates.
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 For months I have been 
writing about the misguided 
efforts of California leaders to 
“reform” the criminal justice 
system. Instead of trying to 
improve it, these leaders have 
made it worse for crime victims 
and their families. Many of 
these new “reforms” do noth-
ing more than offer leniency to 
violent criminals. I postulated 
that perhaps California’s polit-
ical leaders did not care about 
the plight of victims or the pain 
and suffering they have so un-
necessarily endured.

I may have been premature 
in that assessment.

California Again Reduces 
Violent Crime Penalties

John Barrick
Criminal Laws

After learning about Senate 
Bill 81 (SB 81), which is sure to 
be signed into law by Gover-
nor Newsom, I have concluded 
that our elected officials have 
completely lost their minds. 
Law-abiding citizens and crime 
victims will suffer the con-
sequences of their insanity, 
while criminals will benefit im-
mensely.

The purpose of this bill is 
to make sentencing enhance-
ments completely obsolete. 
This attack began with ex-Gov-
ernor Jerry Brown, who once 
proudly declared that Califor-
nia should rid itself of all sen-

tencing enhancements, or at 
least reform the penal code so 
that they could not be imposed. 
A sentencing enhancement is 
not a charged crime itself, but 
is added on if the circumstanc-

es and facts of the underlying 
crime warrant it. For example, 
a robbery — roughly defined 
as when a subject uses force 
or fear to take someone else’s 
property off of their person 
— can take place without the 
use of a weapon. However, if a 
weapon is used, a weapon en-
hancement will be added onto 
the charged crime. This is done 
because society wants to hold 
people accountable for their 
actions. Robbery is a violent 
crime, but if a subject were to 
use a weapon, that violent crime 
could turn deadly, and subjects 
who use weapons during such 
a dangerous crime must face a 
harsher penalty than those who 
do not use a weapon.

Sentencing enhancements 
cover a wide range of crimi-
nal activities, including the use 
of a firearm, the infliction of 
great bodily injury, and numer-
ous sexual offenses involving 
children. However, California 
leaders no longer are interested 
in protecting people or holding 
criminals accountable for their 
escalated criminal behavior, as 
will be demonstrated.

When Governor Newsom 
took office, he formed the Cali-
fornia Committee on the Revi-
sion of the Penal Code, which 
was created to comprehensive-
ly examine the penal code and 
come up with ideas on how to 
reform it. This committee was 
made of an assembly member, 
a retired judge, a retired Cali-
fornia Supreme Court justice, 
a law school professor and 
State Senator Nancy Skinner of 
Berkeley, who authored SB 81. 
No prosecutors or anyone as-
sociated with law enforcement 
was asked to be on the com-
mittee. No one who currently 
worked in the criminal justice 
system was asked to contrib-
ute. No victims’ rights advoca-
cy groups were ever consulted. 
This group began treading on 
the damaged lives of crime vic-
tims without even consulting 
the people who work in law en-
forcement. That is lunacy.

The abstract, or summa-

ry, for Senate Bill 81 offers an 
ominous tone for crime victims 
and their families from the very 
first sentence. It states, “This 
bill would, except as specified, 
require a court to dismiss an 
enhancement if it is in further-
ance of justice to do so.” This 
means that a court would have 
to dismiss any and all enhance-
ments charged and proved 
against a criminal defendant 
unless a really, really good rea-
son was presented not to do so. 
The abstract continues.

The bill would require a 
court to consider and afford 
great weight to evidence of-
fered by the defendant to prove 
that specified mitigating cir-
cumstances are present. The 
bill would provide that proof 
of the presence of one or more 
specified mitigating circum-
stances weighs greatly in favor 
of dismissing an enhancement, 
unless the court finds that dis-
missal would endanger public 
safety, as defined.

This means that at the time 
of sentencing, regardless of the 
crime or the circumstances that 
brought about the enhance-
ment, if a defendant presented 
any evidence of a mitigating 
circumstance, the court would 
have to dismiss all of the en-
hancements unless doing so 
would put the public in danger.

Two questions immediate-
ly arise from this abstract. First, 
what are the mitigating factors 
the court is required to consid-
er? Second, what does “endan-
gering public safety” mean? I 
will address these questions in 
reverse order, because it is the 
answer to the first question that 
will be proof that current Cali-
fornia leaders have no perspec-
tive regarding the real world.

“Endangering public safe-
ty” is defined to mean there is 
“a likelihood that the dismissal 
of the enhancement would re-
sult in physical or other seri-
ous danger to others.” In other 
words, criminal judges would 
now be required to become 

Continued on pg. 21
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My father was a World War 
II veteran. He enlisted with the 
Royal Canadian Air Force on 
June 5, 1944, and was imme-
diately deployed overseas into 
battle. I don’t know a lot about 
his experience, but I do know 
he assisted in liberating Ber-
gen-Belsen concentration camp 
on April 15, 1945. He never 
spoke about it directly with me, 
as he was a man of few words, 
but I know he witnessed crimes 
so inhumane that he preferred to 
remain silent about them.

My father did take pictures 
and noted dates and locations. 
Thousands of bodies lay unbur-
ied around the camp, and some 
60,000 starving and mortally 
ill people were packed together 
without food, water or basic san-
itation. Many suffered from ty-
phus, dysentery and starvation. 
These pictures are something no 
human should ever have to wit-
ness.

The depravity and cruelty 
I saw in those photos implicitly 
changed my view of how people 
can be driven to do evil when 
they amass extraordinary power. 
The photos taught me, wordless-
ly, that people in authority can 
and will lie and will abuse every 
power we relinquish to them.

Right now, Americans seem 
intent on giving our government 
the power to micromanage ev-
ery aspect of our lives. Big tech 
has made it such that they know 
where we live and what we spend 
money on. They even have sig-
nificant access to our children.

People in power presently 
want to compel everyone to ac-
cept unwanted medical interven-
tions. The Nazis did the same in 
World War II camps. They per-
formed unspeakable medical ex-
periments and tested “vaccines” 
on the gypsies and Jews. The 
world was so horrified after the 
end of World War II that nations 
signed the Nuremberg charter, 
pledging that we would never 
again impose unwanted medical 
interventions on human beings 
without their informed consent.

And yet, in fewer than two 
years, that conviction has dis-
appeared. People are walking 

around in masks where the sci-
ence has neither been proven nor 
sufficiently explained because 
the science does not support it. 
People are being told what to do 
and are blindly following orders, 
without any wisdom or rational 
thinking. Autocratic and over-
reaching government agencies 
are browbeating the republic 
into absolute obedience. This 
is not democratic, and it is not 
a product of democracy. It’s a 
simple product of a pharmaceu-
tical-driven biosecurity agen-
da that will most certainly en-
slave the entire human race and 
plunge us into a dystopian night-
mare where apocalyptic forces 
of ignorance and greed run our 
lives and ruin our children, de-
stroying the dreams and dignity 
we hoped to give them.

That is, unless we enlist now, 
stand up and tell them, “Abso-
lutely not.” Not on our watch.

Some are doing just that. On 
September 13, 2021, attorney 
for Children’s Health Defense 
(CA Chapter) Nicole C. Pear-
son presented a detailed “Cease 
and Desist” legal letter to the 
board of education of the City 
Of Los Angeles. Specifically, it 
was addressed to Kelly Gonez, 
board president; Megan K. Reil-
ly, LAUSD superintendent; and 
Devora Navera-Reed, general 
counsel. The letter outlines irre-
futable arguments why the 6-0 
vote taken on September 9 by the 
board of education of the City 
of Los Angeles, to pass the res-
olution mandating COVID-19 
vaccines for all students 12 years 
and older so they might partici-
pate in in-person learning in Los 
Angeles Unified School District 
(LAUSD), is illegal, unconstitu-
tional and must be retracted.

It’s astonishing that one 
of the nation’s largest school 
districts has done such an 
un-American, unconscionable 
thing. It’s a flashing danger sign, 
telling us where we are.

Even the details of their 
own rules militate against them. 
COVID-19 vaccines are not list-
ed on the current K-12 immu-
nization schedule, and LAUSD 
does not have authority to add 

immunizations to the K-12 
schedule. The California De-
partment of Public Health can 
add new vaccines to the current 
list of ten childhood immuniza-
tions required, but they have not 
chosen to do so. Also, no gov-
ernment authority can mandate 
COVID-19 vaccines while these 
vaccines are still under emergen-
cy use authorization.

Furthermore, children can-
not be enrolled in clinical tri-
als by any government entity. 
None of the vaccines available 
have been licensed or approved 
by the FDA. Per the FDA, these 
vaccines are considered “inves-
tigational” and are considered 
an “experimental drug.” Federal 
laws explicitly prohibit a child 
from being enrolled in a clinical 
trial of any ’’investigational” or 
“experimental” product without 
parents’ express consent, and 
only if there is a benefit and min-
imal risk to the child. It is not 
disputed that children have an 
astonishing 99.97 percent sur-
vival rate with COVID-19.

The risks of these vaccines 
far outweigh any significant ben-
efits. They don’t prevent trans-
mission of SARS-CoV-2. All the 
COVID-19 vaccine manufac-
turers clearly state that their un-
proven medicines reduce hospi-
talization and death by reducing 
symptoms. These vaccines don’t 
prevent contraction or trans-
mission and are not traditional 
vaccines. They cause life-threat-
ening conditions in children that 
have been targeted by this man-
date. VAERS data clearly shows 
that the “vaccines” are causing 
myocarditis, pericarditis and 
other life-threatening conditions 
that would otherwise never af-
fect children of this age.

Attorney Pearson informed 
LAUSD that any school com-
plying with this resolution and 
mandating the experimental 
vaccines, or even FDA-approved 
ones, will be exposed to lawsuits 
and liability. Pearson is a brave 
warrior protecting our chil-
dren. It is unethical, immoral 
and obscene that a school board 
would mandate that innocent 

Medical Apartheid

Let’s be clear about the chal-
lenges facing Americans.

— Our nation’s fiscal op-
erating debt currently stands 
at $22 trillion, with upwards of 
$215 trillion in unfunded lia-
bilities. Everyone knows this 
is absolutely crazy and unsus-
tainable. It will collapse at some 

How to Repair 
Washington: 

A Convention 
of States

children take an experimental 
drug. I might add that we are in 
the middle of an experiment on 
all humanity because the over-
all survival rate of contracting 
COVID-19 is 99.5 percent.

Then again, this type of 
forced medical experimentation 
has been done before. I’ve seen 
the photos.

point, and the only question is 
“When?”

— Our federal government 
employs 2 million employees, 
far more than needed. Please 
explain to me exactly what these 
millions of people do?

— States have lost their 
co-equal role in governing the 
nation. Bureaucrats act as de 
facto lawmakers, writing oner-
ous rules and regulations. Ac-
tivist judges make rulings based 
on their political beliefs rather 
than the original intent of the 
Constitution. 

Every day government offi-
cials go to work, “We The Peo-
ple” lose a little more freedom.

Now let’s examine perhaps 
the wisest solution available 
to us. Wouldn’t you know — it 
comes straight from the U.S. 
Constitution.

The Founding Fathers put 
Article V in the Constitution 
because they knew the federal 
government would never relin-

Katherine Strange

On the
Frontlines

Continued on pg. 21
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THE GLOBALISTS HAVE INVADED AMERICA – BALLOTED IN, NOT VOTED IN
Globalists include 500,000 people in American and China. Wealthy, wealthy, wealthy – they 
own perhaps 350 of the huge global Fortune 350 companies – see Americans as puddles of 
water to evaporate. Wealthy plus government plus federal agencies plus attorneys and judges, 
plus extremists, plus their press and all of Google, Facebook, Twitter. Dedicated to ruling 
the world - but the United States stands in their way. The globalists have invaded America. 
President Zuckerberg rules, Governor Zuckerberg rules. Money buys a Presidency. Money 
buys a Governorship. Nazi Germany is their model, fascism is their game.

GLOBALISTS WANT: NO AMERICA, BANNED SIGNATURE VERIFICATION, 
MASSIVE GROWING HOMELESS, BALLOT FRAUD, LOCKDOWNS AND 

MANDATES, OPEN BORDERS, VIOLENCE IN OUR CITIES. BANNED SCHOOL 
CHOICE, INFLATION AND MASSIVE SPENDING – AMERICA BE GONE

WE CAN, AND MUST PREVAIL - WHAT WE CAN DO
1) Shareholder proxy votes to replace management at Google, Facebook, Twitter, giant Banks
2) Create many new small businesses as banks, financial institutions, businesses of all kinds
3) Reform education to promote careers and business skills for small businesses
4) Pressure by grass roots organizations to overcome over-reach
5) Civil disobedience to much of government – don’t like the mask/vax? Don’t wear it/don’t 

jab.

Paid Advertising by Peter Austin

DETAILS AND DISCUSSION AT 5MINUTES4FREEDOM.COM
FIND ON DUCKDUCKGO - GOOGLE WILL NOT LET YOU VIEW
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ASSUME THERE WAS MASSIVE VOTER FRAUD SEPT 14 – HOW COULD IT HAPPEN
Let’s presume, for sake of argument, that the globalists printed 1.5 million ballots in California, eliminated people who voted from their list 
of registered voters, then filled out forms for 1.5 million non-voters, then shoveled these ballots though the system to get counted as votes 
– not by legitimate counters, but by nefarious middle-of-the-night by-the-millions methods. How do we prove it? We have almost no voter 

verification in California elections.
Two suspicious statistics: first, the ultra-high turnout in Silicon Valley and San Francisco – could a million ballots been shoveled through, for 
people who did not vote? Second, the very low Hispanic vote (30% - from Hispanics very upset with Newsom) – could many Hispanic votes 

have been trashed? Who is fooling who?
Look at the colors – everywhere except Silicon Valley and San Francisco, Newsom probably lost. Fraud, anyone?

Exactly what they have proved happened in six swing states. Really wealthy people made this fraud happen: extra ballots, and trashed/flipped 
votes.

HOW CAN CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS PROVE THIS FRAUD – “DID I VOTE?”
1) Get 500,000 people, lots of small groups per county, to get the voter registration list for each county.  Then reach out to all registered 

voters, and ask them to call and ask their California election, ask “DID I VOTE?”
Call thousands of registered voters in each county, encourage them to call local election headquarters, ask: “WAS A VOTE COUNTED 
FOR ME?” If the result surprises them, your group helps them complete a notarized affidavit and send to your group. If a person didn’t 
vote, but a vote was counted, report it with a signed affidavit. If a person voted, but the records show they didn’t vote, report it with a 
notarized affidavit.

2)  Pressure for a full-scale forensic audit of many counties, especially San Francisco and Silicon Valley area, but also Los Angeles County. 
Copy the procedures used in the Arizona audit – full transparency. See CyberNinjas.com

WATCH CANADA RECALL TRUDEAU ELECTIONS SEPT 20 2021
Canada process: no general mail out of ballots; government sends out a Voter Card with your specific voting place: you go there, give them 

your card and prove your identity – no card, or no identity proof, you don’t vote; they give you a pre-printed ballot (NEVER ON INTERNET); 
you fill in and drop in box; your ballot is counted as a paper ballot – NEVER SCANNED.

California process: all ballots mailed out; you can mail back in with very poor identity – almost no voter verification; no protection from mass 
shoveling – ALWAYS SCANNED

POLL: 80% OF AMERICANS WANT SIGNATURE VERIFICATION - 107 OF THE FORTUNE 500 GLOBALIST COMPANIES WENT TO 
GEORGIA IN 2021 TO OVERTURN NEW SIGNATURE VERIFICATION LAWS

CALIFORNIA RECALL ELECTION - SEPT 2021
SEE THE 1.5 MILLION “EXTRA BALLOTS” COUNTED

HEAT MAP FROM SILICON VALLEY & SAN FRANCISCO AREA

Paid Advertising by Peter Austin

DETAILS AND DISCUSSION AT 5MINUTES4FREEDOM.COM
FIND ON DUCKDUCKGO - GOOGLE WILL NOT LET YOU VIEW

Data & Heat Map collected from Political Tracker
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Che Ahn has long been a globally rec-
ognized Christian leader. The Korean im-
migrant founded and leads 150 churches 
and ministries in the Harvest Internation-
al Ministry network based in Pasadena, 
California. In 2020, Ahn’s church, Har-
vest Rock, sued Governor Gavin New-
som, in partnership with another church 
network, and won a major U.S. Supreme 
Court case liberating churches from un-
constitutional closings and limits. Ahn 
recently spoke with the Conejo Guardian.

CG: You probably never expected to 
be the guy to take a case to the Supreme 
Court.

Ahn: Not in a million years. It was 
not on my radar. 

CG: How did it feel?
Ahn: Honestly, there was more hes-

itation before I made the decision than 
after I made the decision. The hesitation 
was, we had developed so much equity in 
our city — the performing arts building 
is our auditorium, and we’ve opened it up 
for concerts; the police department uses 
our building for awards night. It’s just our 
way of loving and serving our city. Be-
cause Pasadena is very Democratic — all 
the city council members and the mayor 
are Democrats and aligned with Newsom 
— I knew the moment I sued the gover-
nor, I would immediately be seen as an 
adversary, an enemy.

But the Lord gave me a verse to help 
me through that. Galatians 1:10 says that 
if I’m trying to please men, then I’m not a 
true servant of Christ. I realized I needed 
to obey God rather than try to please peo-
ple, and I knew that some people would 
be sympathetic with our first amendment 
rights, but the majority would not. I knew 
it was of the Lord to take a stand for righ-
teousness’ sake and justice’s sake, because 

“A lot of people 
are checking out our 

church because of 
the lawsuits. They are 

coming to see who’s 
the church that sued 
the governor? People 

can smell freedom, 
and they’re drawn to 

that.”

the Constitution is the supreme law of the 
land. No one’s above the Constitution — 
not the governor, not the president.

CG: Were you surprised that a lot 
of people weren’t pushing back against 
church shutdowns?

Ahn: I was. I thought this was a 
no-brainer. I think my background helps 
me because my dad was arrested for be-
ing a pastor in North Korea in the ‘50s. It 
was only because U.S. soldiers intervened 
in 1950 with General Douglas McArthur 
under President Truman that we’re able to 
push the North Korean communist forces 
to the Chinese border, releasing millions 
of people from communist oppression, 
including my dad from prison. He and his 
family were able to escape to South Korea. 

So he always had a real hatred for 
communist ideology. Not the people, 
‘cause his people were North Koreans and 
many of them were still stuck there, but 
we came to this country because of the 
democracy, because of what the United 
States did, and the American dream for 
every international to come to this coun-
try for that purpose. That was part of my 
DNA, and when I started to see California 
become so woke, and the progressive left 

take control of the government and lock-
ing down the church, which was a first 
amendment violation — and not just the 
church, but we had people in our church 
lose businesses during this lockdown that 
wasn’t really based on science, at least the 
science and data I was studying — I felt if 
we could take a stand on behalf of people, 
then I want to do that.

CG: How did it feel when you got the 
news that you won the case back in Feb-
ruary?

Ahn: I was, of course, extremely elat-
ed because I was so discouraged over the 
election results. I think the election was 
stolen; there was so much corruption. 
I actually campaigned for Trump in an 
indirect way. I took September and Oc-
tober, two months in a bunch of the bat-
tleground states, and I began to register 
people to vote, to make a pledge to vote 
for life and never for any candidate that is 
pro-abortion. I used that to rally churches 
and leaders. It was amazing because there 
was so much momentum on Trump that 
even I had crowds up to 2,000 at my ral-

“We had people in 
our church lose busi-

nesses during this 
lockdown that wasn’t 

really based on sci-
ence, at least the sci-

ence and data I was 
studying.”

A Supreme Win for Churches: 
Interview With Pastor Che Ahn

lies. It was amazing. 
We won [the Supreme Court case], 

and it was so definitive that we got a large 
settlement from the state of California of 
$1.35 million. My friend Mark Hodge got 
$1.6 million. We’re really grateful for the 
Supreme Court and the division of pow-
ers. It really works. Our founding fathers 
were wise. It was a victory for the whole 
body of Christ, in my opinion.

CG: Unlike other churches, yours 
grew during the government-imposed 
lockdowns.

Ahn: We’ve opened up four different 
campuses during this time. A lot of peo-
ple are checking out our church because 
of the lawsuits. They are coming to see 
who’s the church that sued the governor? 
People can smell freedom, and they’re 
drawn to that. Then they hear the gos-
pel, and they’re coming forth. We’ve had 
so many first-time converts this past year 
than ever in the history of our church. I 
really believe it’s a sign of the harvest to 
come.

But also, I think God is honoring us 
for our obedience and taking a stand. And 
of course people are coming because oth-
er churches are still closed. It’s crazy. Or 
they opened up, but they have no more 
momentum because they shut down way 
too long.

CG: What should the posture of the 
church be within the community?

Ahn: The government is there to do 
good, and when they’re good, I’m the best 
citizen. I’m paying my taxes. I’m gonna 
be patriotic to the core. I’m an immigrant 

By Conejo Guardian Staff

Continued on pg. 15

Harvest of Freedom: Longtime church-planter and pastor, Che Ahn, helped 
win a decisive victory for churches against government overreach in a Supreme 
Court case earlier this year.

Forsake Not Assembling: Harvest Rock Church in Pasadena successfully de-
fied Governor Newsom’s unconstitutional mandates.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHE AHNPHOTOS COURTESY OF CHE AHN
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plete annulment of these man-
dates that violate constitutional 
and federal law. It’s the worst 
abuse of medical ethics I have 
ever seen.”

Firefighters Wait for Ne-
gotiations

Dr. Rake’s clarion call for 
unity is being echoed by a 
group of first responders from 
Los Angeles and Santa Barbara, 
whose efforts have successful-
ly connected firefighters from 
coast to coast. 

Sharing the goal of securing 
nondiscriminatory policies in 
their departments are firefight-
ing veterans John Knox, of the 
Los Angeles City Fire Depart-
ment and founder of the group 
Firefighters 4 Freedom; Josh 
Zavala, of Los Angeles County 
Fire Department and the Tele-
gram group Fire Department 
Freedom Leaders; and Sean 
Coffman, a fire engineer and 
inspector for the Santa Barbara 
County Fire Department. 

Coffman told the Cone-
jo Guardian that Firefighters 
4 Freedom is “not a political 
group but a freedom of choice 
movement” that already has 
representatives in states includ-
ing Idaho, Texas and New York, 
as well as California. 

Critics, such as the Los An-
geles Times, have labeled the 
opposition a “cult of militant 

anti-vaxxers.” Yet with hun-
dreds of members and growing, 
Firefighters 4 Freedom remains 
determined “to stop the man-
dated vaccinations for all city 
employees as well as the citizens 
of this great county.” 

Coffman explained that 
Santa Barbara County pub-

lic health officials are giving 
one-sided information.

“They are not talking about 
antibodies,” he says. “They are 
still justifying the masks, they 
are pro-vax, and pushing hard 
on the agenda.” 

Attorney Kevin McBride, 
representing Firefighters 4 Free-
dom and L.A. City firefighters, 
will file a lawsuit against the 
city and the county in Septem-
ber. Joining an impressive legal 
team is Robert F. Kennedy Jr., 
who brings experience and con-
viction to the litigation process. 

“We put a lot of pressure on 
them [union 
leaders] yes-
terday,” said 
Zavala, re-
ferring to the 
September 14 
Local 1014 
union meet-
ing attended 
by some 200 
L.A. County 
f iref ighters , 
all of whom 
voted unan-
imously for 
two motions 
to be passed 
by the mem-
b e r- e l e c t e d 
union board. 

T h e s e 
motions in-
cluded the 
development of an online plat-
form to encourage more par-
ticipation in union meetings, 
and a resolution denouncing 
mandatory vaccinations, dis-
crimination, segregation and 
invasive testing, and the right of 

members to retain legal counsel 
to defend Los Angeles Fire De-
partment employees.

“We’re trying to put our 
best foot forward and hope that 
they get a good deal for us,” said 
Zavala.  

Knox, however, is not wait-
ing for a deal from the county 
or the union — and some 400 
firefighters are standing with 
him.

“What we’re doing is going 
to help a lot more people than 
the citizens of L.A.,” Knox says. 
“We are asking everyone to 
stand up and to fight peaceful-

ly. The union 
says it stands 
with us, but 
they are call-
ing this a 
labor issue. 
We are not 
willing to ne-
gotiate with 
the city or the 
county on this 
issue.”

P a r e n t s 
Prepare for 
Battle

Ve n t u r a 
County par-
ents, too, are 
saying no.

Thousand 
Oaks residents Mo and West-
en, the parents of two children, 
ages one and four, say that while 
they are reasonably comfortable 
in their current situation, they 
know their circumstances could 
change at any moment — and 

they have to be prepared for 
battle, if confronted with mask 
and vaccine mandates. 

The couple’s four-and-a-
half-year-old daughter attends 
a private Christian school in 
Thousand Oaks, where masks 
are not required and, so far, 
there is no vaccine mandate.

“If this private school puts 
the kids in masks, we would 
not do that. I would just home 
school,” said Mo, an entrepre-
neur who manages multiple 
small businesses from home. 

Public school graduates, 
Mo and Westen believe the left-
ist ideologies being pushed on 
children in government schools 
are only a part of the problem.

“It’s the harm they are now 
doing to the child’s body with 
masks and required routine 
COVID testing,” said Westen. 

Self-described “rule fol-
lowers,” Mo and Westen say 
there are things they will not 
do: no masks and no vaccines. 
They want to be a resource for 
parents seeking alternatives to 
public schooling.

“If you don’t have Jesus, 
and you put your faith in gov-
ernment, whether right or left, 
right now is a very hopeless 
time,” Westen says. “But if we 
stand up, people will hopeful-
ly see the light, and hope will 
spread in this dark time.” 

In Ventura County and 
throughout Southern Califor-
nia, police officers, firefighters, 
health care workers and parents 
are refusing to tolerate what 
they deem an outrageous form 
of medical tyranny.

“We do not leave 
anyone behind. This 
is a ‘We the People’ 
movement. And we 
will not stop un-

til we get full and 
complete annulment 

of these mandates 
that violate con-
stitutional and 

federal law. It’s the 
worst abuse of med-

ical ethics I have 
ever seen.”

Continued from pg. 3

Taking a Stand: Josh Zavala of the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department is helping lead resistance to forced public health 
measures through the Telegram group, Fire Department Free-
dom Leaders.

Local First Responders Join Together  
to Fight Against Mandatory Vaccination Policies

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSH ZAVALAPHOTO COURTESY OF JOSH ZAVALA
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On the evening of September 13, 
hundreds gathered at Godspeak Calva-
ry Chapel church in Newbury Park for 
a town hall-style emergency meeting to 
address newly imposed COVID-19 vac-
cine mandates impacting California state 
workers and students in the Los Angeles 
public school system. 

The mandates seek to force firefight-

ers, police officers and healthcare workers 
to get the shot by September 30 or risk ter-
mination. Students who play sports, ages 
12 and up, are being told to be fully vacci-
nated by the end of October; all others by 
the end of January.

At the emergency meeting, an in-
formed panel of speakers, including doc-
tors, lawyers and a firefighter weighed in 
with ideas about how to move forward. A 
highlight was Dr. Peterson Pierre, who re-
ceived a standing ovation as he closed out 
the evening. His candid, inspiring speech 

began with the reminder that “the day of 
us being comfortable, it’s over. There’s go-
ing to be pain, there’s going to be sacrifice, 
but it’s for a worthy cause.” 

Directing his statements to the pres-
ent — many say illegitimate — admin-
istration, Dr. Pierre said, “Mr. President, 
we heard your patience is growing thin … 
Well, the freedom fighters are not going to 
go silently into the night…. The inalien-
able rights you are trying to remove were 
never given to us by you…. We will never 
bow down.” 

The physician noted that, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), 
the “vaccinated” can still contract and 
spread the virus and that healthy children 
have a 99.997 percent chance of a full re-
covery.

“Do we have to accept that these vac-
cines are good enough for the American 
people but not good enough for Con-
gress?” he asked. “Now we have a duty to 
stand up and fight! Freedom is not going 
to fall on our watch.”

Calling on teachers, healthcare work-
ers and everyone on the front lines, right 
and left, Pierre declared, “I’d rather die on 
my feet than live on my knees. Justice and 
liberty for all!”

‘Charge!’
Pledging to fight the mandates tooth 

and nail, Newbury Park native and UCLA 
anesthesiologist Dr. Chris Rake said, “This 
is about people control. They want us to 
fight among ourselves instead of against 
them. You have to stand up.” 

Rake, who strongly opposes exemp-
tions as a workaround to the mandates, 
told the rapt audience, “Do you think these 
people will honor any religious exemp-
tion? These people are liars and thieves. 
The only real path out is sacrifice.”

He compared those in the battle for 
medical choice with Civil War Union 
General Joshua Chamberlain, who led his 
vastly outnumbered soldiers to victory in 
the hugely consequential Battle of Gettys-
burg. 

“We’re running down the hill, and 
we’re saying, ‘Charge, charge!’” Rake said. 
“If you don’t have courage for this, okay, we 
just need a few people who have the cour-
age and are willing to stand with us and 
say, no! …We will not stop until we get full 
and complete annulment of the mandate.”

Cheers erupted again as John Knox, 
a 21-year veteran of the Los Angeles City 
Fire Department and founder of Firefight-
ers 4 Freedom, asked if anyone in the room 
valued liberty and freedom.

“All people, by nature, are free and 
independent and have inalienable rights,” 
said Knox, quoting the California State 
Constitution.

Knox made national headlines after 
he announced he was filing a major law-
suit against Los Angeles City and County, 
alleging that the vaccine requirements are 
unconstitutional and violate Americans’ 
privacy and freedoms. His team of law-
yers includes attorneys Kevin McBride 
and John F. Kennedy Jr., who represent his 
foundation, Firefighters 4 Freedom.

“This isn’t about my job. This is way 
bigger than that,” said Knox. “This is about 
the liberty and freedom in our country…. 
We’re willing to be terminated…. I ask all 
of you to do the same thing; stand up and 
do peaceful, civil disobedience.” 

Dr. Jeffrey Barke, one of America’s 

Frontline Doctors and creator of the pod-
cast Informed Dissent, similarly encour-
aged people to rise and fight.

“If we don’t sacrifice now, what will we 
be sacrificing under a Marxist regime?” he 
said. “It’s not about the science; it’s about 
the politics. They’re setting us up for that 
fear wave for what’s next if there is not full 
compliance.” 

Barke explored the motivations be-
hind both the “vaccines” and the man-
dates, noting that no long-term safety data 
is available about the “vaccines.” He also 
called out major corporations such as Rite 
Aid, Walgreens, and Sav-on for refusing 
to dispense life-saving drugs, such as hy-
droxychloroquine (HCQ) and ivermectin, 
which have shown to be effective in early 
treatment of COVID-19. He recommend-
ed MyFreeDoctor.com as a resource for 
HCQ and ivermectin prescriptions.

In mid-September, more than 16,000 
adverse effects of the vaccines had been 
reported to the government-run VAERS 
(Vaccine Adverse Effect Reporting Sys-
tem) database.

“We’re being lied to about the effica-
cy of the vaccines,” explained the doctor, 
citing an Israeli study which says that the 
“vaccine” is only 35 percent effective, and 
warning that the vaccines could be intro-
ducing new variants of the SARS-CoV-2 
strain. 

“People should evaluate their own 
risks and make an informed decision,” 
concluded Barke. “At no point ever should 
the government mandate a vaccine to peo-
ple. We must stand up.”

Idaho-based attorney Colton Boyles 
opened with prayer, then chastised his 
state’s leader, Governor Brad Little, for 
“needle-raping” and oppressing his citi-
zens. Boyles believes that peer pressure is 
the number one driver of decisions Amer-
icans make today. Boyles took a deep dive 
into the $10 billion propaganda machine 
working to build vaccine uptake, com-
prised of inter-department agencies such 
as the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services and other groups touted as 
public health organizations.

“This is a lot of nasty coercion here,” 
said Boyles, pointing out the faith leaders 
on a list of organizations receiving taxpay-
er dollars to push vaccines. “We don’t yet 
know who all the faith leaders are or how 
they are getting money from the govern-
ment to push a political agenda…. This 
new war will be fought in economics and 
politics.” 

To win, concluded Boyles, Americans 
will have “to take back the power and cre-
ate their own care. They will have to build 
their own institutions; their own hospitals, 
newspapers, and schools. ... It’s all on the 
line.”

Dr. Shannon Kroner focused on 
making medical and religious exemp-
tions available through her organization, 
Freedom of Religion — United Solutions 
(FOR-US), described as “a multi-faith 
coalition of religious leaders who stand 
together in unity against religious discrim-
ination, and who proudly protect the re-
ligious rights to opt out of a liability-free, 
pharmaceutical product.”

The mother and activist seeks to edu-
cate people on the significance of the First 
Amendment for religious freedom.

“I live and breathe this fight for free-
dom,” she said. “Learn your rights and 
fight for them.”

By Annalisa Pesek

Emergency Meeting Rallies Californians to Action

Responding For Freedom: First responders attended an emergency meeting 
hosted at GodSpeak in Newbury Park in September to hear from lawyers and 
others about resisting forced vaccines at their workplaces.

PHOTO BY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERPHOTO BY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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There’s so much to look forward to in fall — 
football, cozy sweaters, slow-cooked dinners and, of 
course, all things apple. Both of this month’s recipes 
celebrate the season’s most popular fruit. While apples 
are available in the U.S. year round, many varieties 
reach peak ripeness in the early fall, from late August 
through October. 

Baked apple chips are a sweet, nutritious treat, 
perfect for fall, and a great way to use up extra apples. 
With only two ingredients, this recipe couldn’t be 
simpler. Pick an apple on the crisper side, like Honey-
crisp, Pink Lady or Golden Delicious. The slices need 
to be thin for them to crisp in the oven. I like to use a 
mandoline for thin, uniform slices. If you don’t have 
a mandoline, use a sharp knife and slice as thinly as 
possible. 

Once the apple slices come out of the oven, they 

will continue to crisp up after a few min-
utes of cooling. If you like apple chips on 
the crispier side, once cool, it’s best to enjoy 
or immediately store in an airtight contain-
er at room temperature. The longer they sit 
uncovered at room temperature, the more 
moisture they will absorb. If you prefer a 
chewier apple slice, let them sit at room tem-
perature for a couple hours before storing in 
an airtight container.

 
Baked Cinnamon Apple Chips
(Makes about 2 cups)
2 small-to-medium-size crisp apples
½ to ¾ teaspoon ground cinnamon or 

pumpkin pie spice
 
Move oven racks to the upper and lower 

thirds of the oven. Preheat the oven to 225 
degrees Fahrenheit. Line two large baking 
sheets with parchment paper. 

Wash and dry apples. Using a mandoline 
or sharp knife, cut apples into 1/16-inch-
thick slices, removing seeds as necessary. 
Place apples on prepared baking sheets with-
out allowing any of them to overlap; dust 
with cinnamon. 

Bake for 1 hour and 15 minutes on upper 
and lower oven racks; remove from the oven 
and flip apple slices over. Bake for an addi-
tional hour and 15 minutes or until edges are 
curled and apples look dry. Timing will vary 
depending on the thickness of apple slices.

Remove from the oven and cool for a 
few minutes so they can continue to crisp up 
before they are enjoyed. Once cool, store in 
an airtight container at room temperature 
for up to 1 week.

 
As delicious as it is beautiful, this apple 

galette combines both sweet and tart apples 
with warm cinnamon and cardamom in a 
tender, free-form crust. A galette (French 
tart made with one flat piece of dough that 
is wrapped around seasonal fruit filling) is 
an easier version of an apple pie that tastes 
every bit as spicy, buttery and delicious! 

I used a ready-made pie crust for a 
shortcut, but homemade will certainly work 
as well. Pillsbury Refrigerated Pie Crust, the 
crust I used, is sold in packs of two. You will 
only need one. Store the other crust in the 
refrigerator for future galette use! 

Peeling the apples comes down to pref-
erence. The general rule is to peel. However, 
I prefer to keep the peel on since it adds a 
little texture and a pop of color. 

 
Easy Apple Galette
(Makes 6 servings)
 
3 medium apples (try a combination of 

sweet and tart, such as Granny Smith and 
Fuji)

1 tablespoon freshly squeezed lemon 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHRIS GARBOSKIPHOTOS COURTESY OF CHRIS GARBOSKI

juice
3 tablespoons granulated sugar; use more or less depending on 

sweetness of apples
1 teaspoon cornstarch
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
⅛ teaspoon ground cardamom or freshly grated nutmeg
Pinch of salt
1 refrigerated pie crust dough, such as Pillsbury, at room tem-

perature
1 tablespoon unsalted butter, chilled and cut into small pieces
1 egg, beaten
Coarse sugar or additional granulated sugar for sprinkling
Vanilla ice cream or softly whipped cream for serving, optional
Caramel syrup for serving, optional
 
Place the oven rack in the lower third of the oven. Preheat the 

oven to 400 degrees Fahrenheit.
Peel (if desired), halve and core apples. Cut into 1/4-inch-thick 

slices. Place apples in a large bowl; toss with lemon juice. Stir to-
gether sugar, cornstarch, cinnamon, cardamom and salt; sprinkle 
over apples. Toss to coat evenly. 

Sprinkle a large sheet of parchment paper lightly with flour. 
Unroll the crust onto the parchment; dust with a little flour. With 
a rolling pin, roll a few times until the circle measures close to 12 
inches. Brush off any excess flour and then transfer dough with 
parchment to a large baking sheet.

Mound the apple mixture in the center of the dough, leaving a 
2-inch border. Gently fold edges of dough over the apples, pleating 
loosely every 4 to 6 inches. Sprinkle butter over apples. Brush the 
crust with egg (you won’t need all of the egg), and then sprinkle 
with a little coarse sugar.

Bake for 35 to 40 minutes or until the crust is golden brown 
and apples are tender.  Serve slightly warm or at room temperature. 
Top with ice cream; drizzle with caramel syrup. 

Store any leftover galette in an airtight container in the refrig-
erator. To reheat, place the galette on a baking sheet and warm in a 
375-degree-Fahrenheit oven for 10 minutes. 

Baked Cinnamon 
Apple Chips
and Easy Apple 
Galette

who became a citizen here. I love this na-
tion. But when they [governments] do 
evil, that’s where we have to realize that 
ultimately we obey God rather than man. 
Plus, our nation is founded on the Con-
stitution. Even the governor is under the 
Constitution, and the Constitution gives 
us the right to meet, so I was obeying the 
law. I was obeying by opening up. 

I personally have a conviction that 
every pastor should have opened up. ... 

We’re to be the light in the darkness, and 
if we’re not showing up, the dark is going 
to get darker.  Of course, Rob McCoy 
is one of my heroes. I thank God for his 
courage and boldness.

CG: Any final thoughts?
Ahn: Revival looks like social trans-

formation. It’s not just souls being saved 
and church being awakened, but bringing 
change to society. I believe that we’re go-
ing to see that. I’ve never been more en-
couraged by the church rising.

Interview with Pastor Che Ahn
Continued from pg. 12

Chris Garboski

Now You’re
Cooking
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At times in a nation’s history, polit-
ical power can fall into the hands of a 
ruling class, spurring everyday citizens 
with no prior political experience to 
ask themselves, “How can we guide our 
country back in the right direction?”

Our own Founders answered that 
question with a small but mighty, citi-
zen-driven movement known as com-
mittees of correspondence. Don’t let the 
stuffy name fool you. These committees 
were fiery patriot rallies and organiza-
tional meetings for people fed up with 
the status quo. They soon led to a Rev-
olution which has brought freedom to 
much of the world.

Committees of correspondence 
were the brainchild of Samuel Adams, 
sometimes called the Father of the 
American Revolution. At a November 

Reviving the 
Founders’ Patriot 
Network 

Rambunctious Little Town: Boston in the 1770s led the colonies in resisting 
British despotism.

Eric Ingemunson
1776 Again

1772 town meeting of patriots in Bos-
ton, Adams proposed that they elect 
a standing committee with two func-
tions: to support pro-liberty activity in 
the city and to invite other Massachu-
setts towns to elect their own commit-
tees of correspondence. The Bostonians 
elected 21 members to their committee. 
They immediately selected a chairman, 
appointed a subcommittee to publish 
a proclamation detailing British vio-
lations of their rights (writing that it 
was “evident” that “Among the natural 
Rights of the Colonists are these: First, 
a Right to Life; secondly, to Liberty; 
thirdly, to Property”), and invited other 
towns to form their own committees of 
correspondence.

Within six months, 118 towns elect-
ed committees of correspondence and 

linked their activities back to Boston, 
thus establishing one of our earliest so-
cial networks. The committees did not 
need official legal authority to carry out 
their tasks, but still conducted business 
using formal parliamentary rules as a 
legislature would with quorums, mo-
tions and majority votes. When politi-
cal activity occurred in any one town, 
the local committee of correspondence 
would send riders to the committees of 
other towns, disseminating news. Com-
mittees could publish proclamations or 
adopt ready-made ones created by other 
committees, keeping the entire colony 
quite literally on the same page.

The Founding generation thus re-
sponded to its increasingly despotic 
mother government using the same 
practical genius they later employed 
when constructing the new nation. Ac-
cording to the Boston Tea Party Muse-
um, “It was very easy to establish and 
form a local Committee of Correspon-
dence. Any localized group of Patriots 
could form a committee and join the 
vast network of Committees of Cor-
respondence and serve as the Patriot 
voice for their respective region.” 

Committees soon spread to oth-
er colonies, and their wide appeal and 
representative nature gave them mor-
al authority, compensating for what 
they lacked in formal authority. The 
ingenious simplicity of Adams’ inven-
tion was its replication and scalabili-
ty. In March 1773, Virginia’s patriots 
proposed that each colony establish a 
committee for inter-colonial commu-
nication and coordination. This evolved 
by September 1774 into a single con-
tinental committee. A majority of the 
delegates sent to the famous Continen-
tal Congress were men who first rose to 
prominence inside their local commit-
tees of correspondence.

Indeed, the system incubated the 
greatest political thinkers of the era and 
launched the careers of men like Thom-
as Jefferson, Patrick Henry, John Dick-
inson and John Jay. Committees are 
also linked to some of the most famous 
events in pre-Revolutionary America, 
including the Boston Tea Party, Paul 

Revere’s Midnight Ride, the Continen-
tal Congress and the subsequent boy-
cott of British goods.

Committees of correspondence for-
malized patriotic leadership in a way 
that preserved accountability to the 
people without the corrupting influ-
ences of money, title and party. Patri-
otic leaders were developed and tested 
within a framework where they could 
interact and coordinate an effective re-
sponse to abusive government policies. 
These fledgling public policy geniuses 
then established our American form of 
government in the U.S. Constitution.

What do these committees have to 
do with today? How can we preserve 
and defend the rights our forefathers 
fought to protect? Committees of corre-
spondence offer a model that is repeat-
able, scalable, effective, free, peaceful 
and timeless. Patriotic boards of this 
kind can be revived in any city, at any 
time by simply calling a town meeting 
so the assembled patriots can elect lead-
ers of various activist groups into a gov-
erning board. That board, committee or 
whatever it is called then invites neigh-
boring towns to do the same and link 
together. The historical pattern counsels 
that county-level “committees” are es-
tablished, followed by state-level com-
mittees before a continental one again 
unites an entire people in the common 
cause of liberty.

The committee structure removes 
barriers before potential leaders. In-
stead of having to raise lots of money 
and learn to work within a corrupt-
ed political system, they are elected to 
serve an immediate constituency in 
their own town or city. Their motives 
and principles are more likely to remain 
uncompromised. These committees can 
have enormous political power and in-
fluence as people recognize their moral 
authority.

The idea of committees of corre-
spondence has remained dormant for 
nearly 250 years, waiting to be revived 
by a new generation of freedom-loving 
Americans. It worked for our nation’s 
founding — and it can work now.

Frank Enderle

Home Field
Advantage

Bring Back the Old 
Marmonte League

Mediocrity in football ... It 
all started 5 years ago with no 
hitting in practice. How can you 
prepare for the game of football if 
you don’t practice the game at full 
speed? I certainly don’t think you 
need to bang heads at practice ev-
ery day, but you do need to prac-
tice what you play sometimes. 
Football is a violent sport. If you 
don’t want to experience it, don’t 
play it! ... I see more hitting in 7 
v. 7 passing leagues than I do at 
football practices. Not hitting at 
practice is harming players, who 

get an eye-opening experience 
when they get their bells rung in a 
game. They are simply not ready 
for the pounding. It’s better to 
experience some hits first from 
a team member who knows you 
rather than a player on the oth-
er side of the ball who wants to 
smash you.

What has this no-hitting, 
low-competition mindset helped 
produce? Mediocre teams here 
in the Conejo Valley. Former 
powerhouses like Westlake, Oaks 
Christian and Calabasas have 

Having His Way: #1 Da’Marrie Smith of Westlake is too fast for Birmingham’s defense. The 
stingy Westlake defense only allows 6 points as Westlake wins 9-6. Westlake had 2 TDs called 
back but scored with three field goals, moving up and down the field at will.

been brought low. They are aver-
age teams now ... No team in the 
Conejo Valley can compete with a 
top 10, or even a top 50, team any-

more. It is sad ...  I loved it when 
one of our own local teams could 
compete statewide and expect to 
win!

Furthermore, last year we 
had record injuries, proving you 

Continued on pg. 20
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As Americans in 2021, we 
live in the epilogue of the Civil 
War and on the eve of momen-
tous times.

The Civil War of 1861-65 is 
not far behind us. My mother, 
69, grew up knowing her great-
great grandmother, Lillian, who 
was born before the Civil War in 
1860. Lillian’s father (my great-
great-great grandfather) joined 
the Union army and died in 
1864, “fighting to free the slaves,” 
as the saying goes in my family. 
We are not far removed from 
“old” events which define our 
nation. All Americans are chil-
dren of the Civil War in one way 
or another.

This column seeks to clear 
away the mists of time so Amer-
ica’s foundational events emerge 
into relevance. Just 160 years 
ago:

• Our great (-great-great) 
grandparents rose to a challenge 
they hadn’t envisioned and didn’t 
want — a war with their own 
countrymen to keep America 
alive.

• Men left families, farms 
and futures to preserve the 
Union and abolish slavery once 
and for all.

• A large proportion of sol-
diers were teenagers, led by gen-
erals often in their thirties. All 
hopes were bright when war fell 
upon them.

• More than 650,000 died. 
Millions more fought and sur-
vived, often maimed and men-
tally scarred. They carried our 
nation into the twentieth centu-
ry on war-weary shoulders, like 
champions from another era.

These civil warriors — our 
fore-fathers and -mothers — 
were not people of frowning 
black-and-white photos. They 

were funny and sarcastic, indus-
trious, godly and perhaps braver 
and more capable than we are — 
or than we have yet shown our-
selves to be.

They were a vibrant, en-
ergetic generation full of ideas 
and principles — principles 
they believed were worth dying 
for. When war brought tumult 
and tore apart families, they re-
sponded to defend what God 
had established as the greatest 
nation on earth.

In cultural terms, they — 
with God’s help — performed 
a miracle. We live in the coun-
try they helped to create, and 
for which they paid the price in 
blood and dreams. The Civil War 
is our shared family history.

In this column, we will look 
at people, events and lessons 
from that war to help us here 
in Ventura County, in our own 
neighborhoods, in our own bat-
tles. We will arm ourselves with 
wisdom from the past so that — 
whatever events may encompass 
us — we will be those of whom 
our great-grandchildren boast: 
“My ancestors helped save our 
country.”

After all, our children will 
judge us by the nation they in-
herit.

Let’s illuminate that Amer-

ican inheritance. Because, like 
those living in 1860 — my 
Grandma Lillian among them — 
we may not foresee what’s ahead, 
or the forces that may shake our 
nation to its roots again. Like 
their generation, we may not be-
lieve that costly conflict is possi-
ble in civilized places.

But the Civil War teaches us 
that the terrible glories of war, 
which none wish upon them-
selves, can visit any generation. 
Somehow, those events also 
clarify, revitalize and renew. In 
Abraham Lincoln’s words, they 
help us to “achieve and cherish 
a just and lasting peace among 
ourselves and with all nations.”

So it was in their day, so let it 
be in ours.

***
Americans tend to sleep-

walk into war.
On the eve of the greatest 

bloodletting ever to take place on 
the North American continent, 
most Americans — North and 
South — were fully convinced 
that any armed conflict would be 
brief and nearly bloodless.

Alabama state legislator 

LeRoy Pope Walker famously 
predicted, “All the blood shed 
as a result of secession could be 
wiped up with a handkerchief.” 
U.S. Senator James Chesnut, 
Jr., of South Carolina, opined 
that, “a lady’s thimble will hold 
all the blood that will be shed,” 
and promised to drink any that 
might be spilled.

Members of Lincoln’s own 
cabinet called it “the thirty days 
war,” and men enlisted so they 
wouldn’t miss the opportunity 
for glory.

Having never witnessed 
nor conceived of a war of any 
magnitude on their own soil, 
the American people were con-
vinced that a peaceful solution 
— or a peaceful separation — 
would be effected, perhaps in-
volving a few border skirmishes 
or a single, grand battle.

“[C]ivil war, by reason of 
the existence of slavery,” was 
anticipated for 50 years by lead-
ing American statesmen, wrote 
William Tecumseh Sherman 
— the brilliant, chain-smoking, 
red-headed Union leader from 
Ohio — in his memoirs. Sher-
man recalled how America’s top 
military commander “told me 
[Sherman] as early as 1850 that 
the country was on the eve of 
civil war ... yet the Government 
made no military preparation, 
and the Northern people gen-
erally paid no attention, took 
no warning of its coming, and 

would not realize its existence 
till Fort Sumter was fired on [in 
April 1861]. … it does seem to 
me that our public men, our pol-
iticians, were blamable for not 
sounding the note of alarm.”

Even after Sumter, there was 
a widespread sense that any war 
would be over by next Tuesday, 
and involve no coffins.

Later in 1861, with the war 
a few months old and without 
major battles, Sherman was 
again shocked when he “came 
North, [and] found not one sin-
gle sign of preparation. It was for 
this reason, somewhat, that the 
people of the South became con-
vinced that those of the North 
were pusillanimous and coward-
ly, and the Southern leaders were 
thereby enabled to commit their 
people to the war, nominally in 
defense of their slave property.”

In other words, had the 
North prepared rather than pro-
crastinated, Southerners may 
have backed away from the cost-
ly conflict. Or the war might 
have been shorter and more de-
cisive — costing far fewer lives.

As it was, the North stum-
bled through 1861 and slowly 
woke up to the horror that was 
upon them, while sabers rattled 
in the South to the strains of 
“Dixie.”

By this time, neither side 
was backing down, and so the 
nation plunged into a four-year 
maelstrom that not even the 
most jaundiced pessimist had 
expected — but from which the 
nation somehow emerged to be-
come the greatest economic and 
military power the world has 
ever seen. A modern Phoenix 
rose from the ashes of fratricide.

But first they had to grapple 
with the reality of war in their 
generation, the way we grapple 
with events unfolding in our day. 
Their example counsels us across 
160 years: foresee, be brave and 
prepare. When we do, and stand 
for what is right, the best is al-
ways ahead.

“They had to 
grapple with the 
reality of war in 
their generation, 

the way we 
grapple with 

events unfolding 
in our day.”

“Americans 
— North and 

South — were 
fully convinced 
that any armed 
conflict would 

be brief and 
nearly bloodless.”

Joel Kilpatrick
Civil Warriors

The Beginning

Sea Battle: The Union Monitor and the Confederate Merrimack clash on March 9, 1862. 
(lithograph by Kurz & Allison, 1889.)

Ready for War: Union soldiers in trenches before the Battle of Petersburg, Virginia, on June 9, 
1864.
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that I hold so dearly as an American and 
as an American military member, having 
seen countries where individual rights are 
just tread upon with complete disregard? 
Do I participate in the abandonment of in-
dividual sovereignty? Do I accept one step 
closer toward tyranny for the convenience 
of my financial stability?’”

Alexander enlisted in the Navy in 1999 
and worked on fast-attack submarines, 
serving at Port Hueneme and in Afghani-
stan. He later entered the reserves and was 
deployed to Saudi Arabia, Iraq and again to 
Afghanistan.

But this September, upon arriving at 
his monthly reserves training, Alexander, 
like most other reservists, received a “page 
13” telling him he must get the COVID-19 
vaccine by the end of December. A “page 
13” is a standard form in the Navy for con-
veying particularly important orders that 
need to be acknowledged formally and 
signed off by individuals.

“Your current medical records indicate 
that you have not been vaccinated against 
COVID-19,” one part of the document 
reads. It continues, “The following correc-
tive action is required: Within XX days of 
this administrative counseling, you will 
complete receipt of the COVID-19 vacci-
nation using an FDA approved vaccine.” 
(The XX appears in the original.)

That put a choice before him.
“I understand that when I accepted the 

responsibility of being in the military, one 
of the most important, fundamental chal-
lenges I had to address for myself … was, 
‘Am I willing to make a decision or take an 
action that I disagree with? Am I willing 
to be ordered to do something that I may 
morally or ethically disagree with, but that 
I may have to execute?’” he says.

Alexander decided to oppose the 
order’s validity and sent an email up his 
chain of command, providing statistics he 
derived from Centers for Disease Control 
data and his analysis of why he concludes 
the order isn’t necessary.

“In the military, we’re trained to make 
risk-based decisions,” Alexander told the 
Guardian. “The page 13 is phrased to im-
ply the vaccine is intended to provide for 
my health and safety or the health and 
safety of the Navy as a force. It also states 
that the threat from COVID-19 is deadly 
and real, and so using that as the basis of 
this vaccine without providing any addi-
tional data. What’s evident to me, what we 

“This mandate is 
founded on flawed, 

politically motivated, 
bureaucratic group-

think. I believe it 
is an unwarranted 

violation of 
individual sovereignty 

and, therefore, a 
violation of my right 
to bodily autonomy.”

call ‘from my foxhole’ — from what I see, 
from where I am — the vaccine is not nec-
essary, so I challenged the basis of the or-
der. … In my mind it’s the obligation of the 
people mandating that we get this vaccine 
to demonstrate that justification if ques-
tioned, and I am absolutely questioning it.”

His email to his superiors was clear. 
It reads in part: “I do not plan to submit a 
waiver mainly because I do not believe the 
order itself is justifiable. When the order 
is wrong, the correct course of action is to 
challenge the order, not request a personal 
waiver, which demonstrates tacit agree-
ment with the order.”

After then explaining his research, 
which showed people of his age at ex-
tremely low risk of death from COVID, he 
stated: “At its core, I believe this mandate 
is founded on flawed, politically motivat-
ed, bureaucratic group-think. I believe it 
is an unwarranted violation of individual 
sovereignty and, therefore, a violation of 
my right to bodily autonomy. It is a very 
real consequence of a growing acceptance 
of tyranny in American governance. This 
order is fundamentally un-American.”

As of mid-September, nobody up the 
chain of command has countered his ob-
jection in any substantive way. Recently, 
the Navy sent out a revised page 13 that he 
thinks is “designed to cover their butts le-
gally from a variety of angles.”

“I think they’re anticipating challeng-
es,” he says.

Alexander says that in the past, ques-
tions about questionable orders have al-
ways been met with “reasonable and sup-
portable arguments to the counter.”

“There is time to say, ‘Here’s our order 
and here’s why we’re doing it. Here’s the 
data that we are using that support why 

we’re mandating that you take this vac-
cine,’” Alexander says.

Now he sees three paths ahead. Get-
ting the vaccine against his own conscience 
or desire “is the least morally correct thing 
to do,” he says. On the other hand, he could 
refuse the order outright and force a mili-
tary justice proceeding or a court-martial. 
Alexander plans to chart a third path of 
resistance: He will sign the page 13 to ac-
knowledge receipt, then attach a statement 
explaining his reasoning against the man-
date and his responsibility to challenge or-
ders he believes are flawed. In addition, he 
will state his intent to resign from his posi-
tion if the order does not change.

“There’s this sense of dread and dis-
appointment,” he says. “Tragedy is proba-
bly the right word to use in respect to the 
circumstances in which I find myself. Add 
onto that my career-long feeling of respon-
sibility to any sailor that’s been attached to 
me, and any commander I’ve worked for, 

and I see this as a much broader tragedy. 
It’s happening to everyone’s career right 
now.”

If that’s the path the Navy forces him 
to take, he will lose a chunk of his income, 
medical benefits — and, most importantly, 
a long loyalty to that branch of the armed 
services.

“I walked through so many fires for 
the military that to end it [in this way] … It 
seems like such a tragedy,” he says. “[The] 
two-decades-long sense of sacrifice and 
commitment I’ve had for the service, com-
ing down to this almost comical hill upon 
which we’re sacrificing our commitment to 
service. … I could probably consider this a 
sense of mourning. … I feel like I’m ending 
something that’s been this massive part of 
my life for 22 years.”

He believes the order will decimate 
leadership in the U.S. military, whose 
iron-fisted, ham-handed approach to 
vaccination is causing intelligent, criti-
cal-thinking officers to jump ship.

“Would you rather have an officer in 
the military who accepts without challenge 
or consideration?” he says. “Or would 
you rather have an officer weigh the order 
and think critically about it? … You want 
the kind of officer that will hold people 
accountable and challenge orders when 
there’s time to challenge it. There’s nothing 
in particular that’s making this mandate 
urgent. We should take our time and be 
pragmatic. We’re losing officers who will 
do their due diligence and back up the 
chain of command on the orders they give.”

Looking to a future without the re-
serves, Alexander says he will continue to 
work his civilian job, and “I may be more 
active politically, to be honest with you.”

He is determined to continue to help 
protect the basic freedoms of all individu-
als, as he has done throughout his military 
career.

Navy Commander Speaks Up Over Vaccine Mandate

Continued from pg. 1

Overseas Service: Cmdr. Alexander (third from right) with U.S. military and State Dept. personnel and representatives 
from various Saudi ministries at the Islamic Port of Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), in March 2019.

With The Boys: Isaac (then 7, now 10) on his dad’s back and Andrew (then 
5, now 8) in his right arm at El Matador beach.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF COMMANDER ALEXANDERPHOTOS COURTESY OF COMMANDER ALEXANDER



19THE CONEJO GUARDIAN   |   conejoguardian.org   |   OCTOBER 2021

volunteers logged 3,818 pieces 
of trash. As of September 2012, 
there were 43 people and a doz-
en pets in 20 camps in the riv-
er bottom. The county gave out 
$100,000 in motel vouchers, and 
officials removed 100 tons of 
trash, according to the Ventura 
County Star in an article entitled 
Officials clean up Ventura River 
bottom for what they hope is the 
last time. “As long as anyone can 
remember, people have called 
the river bottom home,” report-
ed the Star’s Arlene Martinez. 
“Almost equally as long, efforts 
have been made to remove 
them.”

Forty more tons were dis-
posed of in summer 2013, the 
third time one particular occu-
pant’s belongings had been re-
moved. In 2015, human remains 
were found in the encampment. 
That December, officials, care-
ful to not call it an enforcement 
sweep, tried to relocate 25 camp-
ers ahead of El Nino storms to 
avoid the drownings that had 
occurred in prior years. In 2016, 
a transient was shot to death in 
his tent. In 2017, authorities ac-
knowledged the illegal dwellers 
have “grown significantly” since 
the last evic-
tion, and 
thefts and 
vandal ism 
were in-
c r e a s i n g 
in nearby 
communi-
ties. Period-
ic law en-
forcement 
s w e e p s 
yielded arrests for outstanding 
warrants, but officials stopped 
short of evictions.

Wildfires ignited by the 
homeless added to the sur-
rounding community’s woes. In 
1994, fire captain Myles Smith 
said, “Firefighters are called at 
least once a week to put out run-
away campfires” in the river bot-
tom, where bushes and bamboo 
burns quite rapidly, particularly 
on windy fall and winter nights 
when residents are most likely 

to try to warm themselves. “The 
winds can come up and spread 
those fires through the brush 
and to homes,” said fire chief 
Kevin Fildes after an arsonist set 
two fires at the encampment in 
2006.

The area’s homeless prob-
lem received national atten-
tion in 2018, when a transient 
stabbed to death a man holding 
his 5-year-old daughter while 
seated at the Aloha Steakhouse 
on the Ventura Promenade. 
Outraged citizens criticized 
the Ventura Police Department 
for ignoring multiple 911 calls 
about the man’s disturbing be-
havior outside the restaurant 
prior to the attack. While the 
suspect has no known connec-
tion to the river bottom four 
miles away, the incident con-
tributed to the impression that 
public officials have chosen to 
give up and live with the home-
less problem and its effects on 
the county. “We have been dev-
astated by the fires, and we are 
now being run out by vagrants,” 
said one of dozens of speakers at 
the next Ventura City Council 
meeting, to cheers. She added 
that her kids have found men 
using drugs in their yard, re-
ported the Ventura County Star.

Hundreds of now-routine 
h o m e l e s s 
encounters 
are record-
ed within 
a two-mile 
radius of the 
r i v e r b e d . 
Rather than 
attempt an-
other evic-
tion, on 

every third Wednesday work 
crews arrive to tell the 60 or so 
inhabitants to bring belongings 
inside before cleaning up their 
garbage, leaving their make-
shift shelters intact. A bulldozer 
widened the path to the river 
bottom for fire engines to fight 
more easily the “common” fires, 
according to VCReporter.

Now, having broadened its 
powers to unprecedented levels 
during the pandemic, Ventura 

County once again sets it sights 
on clearing the encampment. 
But instead of flexing its mus-
cle as it did when it temporarily 
closed virtually all business and 
social activity, from church-
es to campgrounds (excepting 
the illegal one in the riverbed), 
county supervisors are taking a 
much softer approach and will 
lead a “village of agencies, juris-
dictions, and departments to as-
sess and ensure the effectiveness 
of the endeavor, which includes 
finding housing for people and 
trying to avoid forcing them to 
find other unsuitable places to 
shelter,” according to the coun-
ty’s official announcement.

The “village” is a small army, 
including the cities of Oxnard 
and Ventura, the Ventura Coun-
ty Human Services Agency, the 
Ventura County Health Care 
Agency, the Ventura County 
Sheriff ’s Office, the Fire Pro-
tection District, the county’s 
Backpack Medicine Team, Cal-
Trans, all city managers in the 
county, County and State Parks, 
the Public Works Watershed 
District, the General Services 
Agency, the Ventura County 

Medical Center, Ventura Coun-
ty Behavioral Health, Commu-
nity Liaison, County Whole 
Person Care, and a Homeless 
Management Information Sys-
tem. Nongovernmental organi-
zations will assist, according to 
the county, including Turning 
Point, Salvation Army, Rescue 
Mission, United Way, Mercy 
House, Spirit of Santa Paula, Lu-
theran Social Services, Harbor 
House, Samaritan Center, Na-
ture Conservancy, RAIN Tran-
sitional Living Center, Support-
ive Services for Veteran Fami-
lies, Homelessness Prevention 
& Rapid Re-Housing Program, 
and CalWorks Housing Support 
Program.

At the head of the army 
is the county’s executive office 
and the Ventura County board 
of supervisors, which has not 
yet mitigated the river bottom 
encampment despite allocating 
$25 million to a wide range of 
homeless services and afford-
able housing developments 
in the last two years. The two 
supervisors whose district in-
cludes the encampment, Car-
men Ramirez and Matt LaVere, 

both voted to sue 19 businesses 
that defied county lockdown or-
ders, but have opted for a softer 
approach toward “individuals 
facing homelessness.”

“Together, the county and 
cities have made significant 
program efforts and financial 
contributions towards prevent-
ing and ending homelessness 
by investing in staffing, services, 
shelter and housing solutions,” 
the county announced. “Based 
on the needs of each homeless 
individual in the river bottom, 
efforts will be made to con-
nect individuals to shelter and 
housing options funded by the 
County and Cities ranging from 
shelters, hotels, safe camping/
parking, affordable housing, 
permanent supportive housing, 
and rentals among others. The 
County and Cities are explor-
ing providing transportation 
to these options in addition to 
mobile showers, handwashing 
stations, property storage and 
restrooms if relocating to a safe 
camping location.”

The cleanup was planned 
for September.

“Hundreds of now-
routine homeless 

encounters are 
recorded within a 

two-mile radius of the 
riverbed.”

Continued from pg. 3

Homeless Establish Camp City in Riverbed

Submit Your Letters to the Editor

Contact us: admin@conejoguardian.org

No Place Like Dome: An attempt to establish a transitional housing village (first domes, then 
Tuff Sheds) with strict rules failed to draw squatters from the riverbed, and crime continued.
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story of Burnett and many other brave 
citizens who gave their lives to thwart 
the fourth attack. Many wept during 
the screening of the film, which took 
place in Elkins Auditorium.

The last and most memorable 
remembrances featured a memorial 
address by actor and humanitarian 
Gary Sinise. Sinise has been an advocate 
for America’s service members since 
the early 1980s, when he created Vets 
Night, a program offering free dinners 
and performances to veterans at the 
Steppenwolf Theatre in Chicago. He 
formed an enduring connection with 
servicemen and women following his 
portrayal of Lt. Dan Taylor in Forrest 
Gump and later appeared at several 
USO Handshake Tours in 2003. Sinise 
formed the Lt. Dan Band in early 2004 
and began entertaining troops serving 
at home and abroad.  

“Three days after the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks, my family and I 
attended a service at our local church,” 
Sinise told the Pepperdine gathering. 
”Later that night, a candlelight vigil on 
a street corner near our house. I held 
our American flag high over my head 
proudly and with distinction. Later, 
President Bush had proclaimed Friday, 
September 14, 2001, as a National Day 
of Prayer and Remembrance for the 
victims of the terrorist attacks. Like so 
many of us during that time, the tragic 
loss of life and violence inflicted upon 
our country left me heartbroken. It was 
like getting punched in the stomach, 
the wind knocked out of me. Our 
church was packed, standing room 
only, and at the end of service that 
day, we all joined in singing ‘God Bless 
America.’”

In 2011, Sinise established the 
Gary Sinise Foundation with a mission 
to honor our country’s defenders, 
veterans, first responders and their 

families, and those in need. Sinise 
has earned numerous distinguished 
awards, including the Presidential 
Citizens Medal, the second highest 
civilian honor awarded to citizens for 
exemplary deeds performed in service 
of the nation. He is just the third actor 
to receive this honor.

Sinise continued in his remarks, 
“My decades-long advocacy for 
veterans and our men and women in 
uniform takes a solemn lesson from the 
Vietnam experience, at how American 
service members and veterans were 
treated returning from Southeast Asia. 
Divided over war, I didn’t want to see 
that happen to our current generation 
of veterans and those actively serving in 
the armed forces. With the unfortunate 
events in recent weeks, it is difficult not 
to see the parallels between the 1975 
fall of Saigon in Vietnam and 2021 
Afghanistan. It is disheartening and 
discouraging that twenty years later, 
Afghanistan is once again in the hands 
of the Taliban. The suicide bombing at 
Hamid Karzai International Airport in 
Kabul on August 26, the terrible killing 
of 13 American service members, with 
22 wounded, and the loss of so many 
Afghan civilians, was another gut 
punch leaving me heartbroken and so 
very sad.”

Sinise concluded, “Our children 
— the children I was so afraid for 
after the attacks twenty years ago — 
have grown up. During these past 
two decades, our men and women in 
uniform have kept them safe, as no 
terrorist has planned and executed an 
attack on the United States from the 
mountains of Afghanistan. Our troops 
served honorably. I am proud of them 
and honored to support them. They 
protected this country, and I will be 
forever grateful to them for doing so. 
We pray that freedom will one day 
shine again for the Afghan people.”

Remembering Heroes

Continued from pg. 2

Actor and Patriot: Gary Sinise has starred in many movies, most 
famously Forrest Gump (1994). 

need to practice like you play. Adminis-
trators who never played the game are not 
allowing the boys to practice properly. It 
is only common sense to practice like you 
play. We teach athletes to work hard and 
compete, and they will be rewarded. But 
the people behind the scenes want every-
one to be the same... “Everyone gets a tro-
phy,” also known as “parity in Conejo Val-
ley football.”

CVUSD races to the bottom ... What’s 
happening on the field is just an extension 
of what’s happening in the classrooms. 
Our school system is all-in on teaching our 
children mediocrity. I heard about a school 
that had 35 valedictorians. When I was in 
school in the ‘80s, we only had one! This 
is no way to teach young people to strive 
to be their best ... CVUSD has complete-
ly taken its eye off the ball. The board just 
announced the creation of “The African 
American Parent Advisory Council” and 
the formation of a “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexu-
al, Transgender, Queer or Questioning and 
Others Advisory Council” to advise them 
... This is who our children are learning 
from in the Conejo Valley School District 
... Unbelievable.

Just as once-great football teams like 
Westlake, Oaks Christian and Calabasas, 
who competed with other great teams in 
California not too long ago, are a thing of 
the past, so CVUSD is racing toward the 
bottom ... During the shutdown, CVUSD 
told students their grades were locked. 
Their grades couldn’t go down, but they 
could go up! Why are these people teach-
ing our children? Newsflash: kids are re-
silient. If you push them, they will survive 
and strive to be better. That’s how to cre-
ate greatness in the next generation. For 
CVUSD, the rally cry continues to be “On-
ward and downward.”

The only potential upside for football 
teams in the Conejo Valley is that this year, 
they could all play each other and be com-
petitive ... An awesome schedule would 
have all local teams playing each other! 
Some coaches would not like this because 
they would have to actually win to get to 
the playoffs — there’s a fast-disappearing 
concept ... Imagine not cherry-picking bad 
teams to beat! If you look at the MaxPreps 
California state rankings, only two teams 
in the Conejo Valley are in the top 100 
schools ... How could this be since all teams 
in the Conejo Valley have winning records, 
except Oaks Christian (which is, in my 
opinion, the best team)? State rankings are 
not exact, but they give you an idea of how 
strong teams are, and rankings are how 
mediocre coaches choose their schedules.

Strength of team is measured not by 
record but by the teams you play. Coach-
es who want to look good play teams they 
have no business playing. A team ranked 
46 in the state has no business scheduling 
a team ranked 539 — and the score shows 
it, 63-19!  (See Simi Valley, below.) Oaks 
Christian has not won a game this year, but 
they have my respect because they want to 
play football teams that make a show of the 
game. They have lost 5 straight, but are a 
strong team ... I would pick winless Oaks 
Christian over undefeated Simi Valley due 
to strength of schedule. Notice, too, that 
Newbury Park ran away from Westlake, 
Calabasas and Oaks Christian, then had 

to cancel two games against Los Angeles 
teams due to preposterous COVID regula-
tions. Full results below ... Let the season 
continue ...

Frank’s Ranks — picks for the strength 
of Conejo Valley teams:

●	 1 Oaks Christian School (0 Wins 
5 Losses. all Ranked in the top 60) Ca State 
Rank 60

a. #32 Chaminade L 17-48
b. #6 Sierra Canyon L 9-20
c. OS Valor Christian L 7-30
d. #9 Alemany L 21-56
e. #30 Damien L 23-28

●	 2 Simi Valley High School (5 wins 
0 Losses) Ca State Rank 46                 

a. #539 Burbank W 63-19
b. #396 Redondo Union W 35-0
c. #338 Calabasas W 51-7
d. #61 Saugus W 21-10
e. #251 Golden Valley W 42-14

●	 3 Westlake High School (3 Wins 1 
Loss)  Ca State Rank 223

a. #232 Thousand Oaks L 7-10
b. #310 Crespi W 14-13
c. #341 Pacifica W 13-6
d. #424 Birmingham W 9-6   
e.      BYE
●	 4 Oak Park High School. (4 Wins 

1 Loss) Ca State Rank 210
a. #287 Buena W 22-21
b. #563 Santa Paula W 28-2
c. #436 Brentwood School W 35-13
d. #534 Nordoff W 33-14
e. #526 Fillmore L 14-17
●	   5 Thousand Oaks High School (3 

Wins 2 Losses) Ca State Rank 232
a. #223 Westlake W 10-7
b. #143 Santa Barbara L 3-27
c. #764 Channel Islands W 49-19
d. #567 Hueneme W 48-20
e. #498 Segerstrom L 28-29
●	 6 Agoura High School (3 Wins 1 

Loss) CA State Rank 301
a. #764 Channel Islands W 43-0
b. #322 Ventura W 34-21
c. #287 Buena L 27-28
d. #433 Moorpark W 41-6
●	  7 Calabasas High School (3 Wins 

2 Losses) Ca State Rank 338
a.  #424 Birmingham W 20-13
b. #201 Leuzinger L 7-22
c. #46 Simi Valley L 7-51
d. #677 El Camino Real W 30-20 
e. #453 Crescent Valley W 44-6                         
●	  8 Newbury Park High School (2 

Wins 1 Loss) Ca State Rank 298
a. COVID NO GAME #539 Bur-

bank
b. #453 Crescenta Valley W 42-0
c. #675 Atascadero W 40-7
d. #322 Ventura L 35-48
e. COVID NO GAME #335 Venice
●	  9 Royal High School (2 Wins 2 

Losses) Ca State Rank 484
a. #433 Moorpark W 7-3
b. #365 Canyon L 16-28
c. #896 Cabrillo W 55-0
d. #691 Dos pueblos L 14-17
●	 10 Moorpark High School (1 Win 

4 Losses) Ca State Rank 433
a. #484 Royal L 3-7
b. #61 Saugus L 0-50
c. #246 Oxnard L 7-21
d. #252 Hart W 21-7
e. #301 Agoura L 6-41

Home Field Advantage
Continued from pg. 16
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soothsayers, apparently being asked to 
stare into a crystal ball and only given 
the authority to sentence a defendant 
to enhancements if they could surmise 
that a defendant would physically harm 
others in the future. How would a crimi-
nal judge be able to do that? How would 
a prosecutor ever be able to prove that?

As crazy as that is, it is the mitigat-
ing factors list in SB 81 that is utterly 
without rational explanation. The exis-
tence of any one of these factors would 
require the sentencing judge to dismiss 
all of the enhancements. This list is ex-
tensive, so I will mention only a few of 
the more egregious factors. First, mul-
tiple enhancements were alleged in a 
single case. So, if during a robbery the 
defendant stabbed the victim and seri-
ously wounded him or her, the defen-
dant would be charged with the person-
al use of a deadly weapon enhancement 
as well as a great bodily injury enhance-
ment. Now only one of those enhance-
ments could be imposed, and only if 
other mitigating factors were not pres-
ent. Thus, the more violent the crime, 
the less likely the defendant would be 
held responsible for those additional vi-
olent acts. This factor would actually re-
ward defendants for being more violent 
by reducing their sentences. Does this 
make any sense? No. But it gets worse.

If the application of the enhance-
ment could result in a sentence of over 
20 years, the enhancement would have 
to be dismissed. Thus, if a robber shot 
a gun but did not injure anyone, he 
formerly could face an additional 20 
years in prison. Not anymore. The judge 
would be required to dismiss that alle-
gation. Criminals will now apparently 
be allowed to take free shots at their vic-
tims and not suffer any consequences.

It goes on. If the current offense 
were connected to mental illness, the 
court would have to strike all enhance-
ments. SB 81 describes a wide array of 
mental illnesses, which includes, but 
is not limited to, whatever is listed in 
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
of Mental Disorders. A whole host of 
mental disorders is covered by this pub-
lication, including mood disorders such 
as depression, eating disorders, anxiety 
disorders, phobias and any issues re-
lated to unemployment, relocation, di-
vorce or death of a loved one, to name a 
few. This means that if a defendant suf-
fers from any one of these mental dis-
orders, the court must strike all of the 
sentencing enhancements.

If the current offense were connect-
ed to prior victimization or childhood 
trauma, the court would have to dismiss 
all enhancements. To establish this, all 
the defendant would have to do is get 
a doctor to write a letter saying the de-
fendant suffered some yet-undefined 
childhood trauma that could have led 
to them committing the crime, and 
those enhancements, regardless of what 
they were or how violent the criminal 
act, would all have to be stricken. What 
child in today’s world hasn’t suffered 
some sort of trauma in his or her life?

Here are some other factors. All en-
hancements would have to be stricken, 
regardless of the other factors, if the 

current offense was not a violent felony. 
No juvenile could be sentenced to any 
enhancements no matter how violent 
the crime. Hence, if a juvenile were to 
commit murder, rape, child molesta-
tion, arson, mayhem or anything of this 
nature, he or she would not suffer any 
additional penalties.

An enhancement also would need 
to be stricken if it were based on a prior 
conviction that was more than five years 
old. Remember the Three Strikes Law, 
which punishes career criminals who 
continuously commit serious and vio-
lent felonies? Gone.

Lastly, if a firearm were used during 
the commission of a crime but it was 
inoperable or unloaded, regardless of 
the fact the use of that firearm assisted 
the subject in committing their crime, 
the related enhancement would be dis-
missed by the court at sentencing. Sev-
eral months ago I wrote an article called 
“No Gun Control for Criminals” about 
how California legislators were contin-
uously seeking to restrict gun owner-
ship by law-abiding citizens but were 
giving huge breaks to criminals who 
used firearms during the commission of 
their crimes. SB 81 is yet more evidence 
of this.

Peter Espinoza, the retired judge 
who is a member of the committee and 
a strong supporter of SB 81, was quoted 
as saying, “SB 81 retains the authority 
of judges to impose sentence enhance-
ments in order to protect public safe-
ty.” He went on to state that “SB 81 will 
allow California to finally restore the 
bedrock legal standard, ensuring the 
punishment fits the crime.” In actuality, 
SB 81 does the opposite. If a subject can 
establish, for example, that his parents 
were divorced and that made him sad at 
one point in his life, SB 81 will allow that 
subject to use weapons and inflict great 
bodily injury during the commission of 
any crime, including murder, assault, 
rape and child molestation, without fear 
that he will suffer any additional pun-
ishment. In truth, SB 81 is the free-for-
all permission that criminals have been 
wanting for decades.

I would normally tell people to con-
tact their state legislators to vote no on 
this awful piece of legislation. Howev-
er, it has already passed both the senate 
and the assembly. Now it simply awaits 
the signature of Governor Newsom. 
These are truly dark days for crime vic-
tims as state legislators with no perspec-
tive or interest in actually protecting 
innocent people continue to steamroll 
through laws that only benefit crimi-
nals. We need the citizens of this state to 
get more involved in what is happening 
in the area of criminal justice, or these 
current political leaders will continue to 
enact laws that will make living in Cali-
fornia far more dangerous for law-abid-
ing people.

 
John Barrick has worked as a prose-

cutor in the Ventura County District At-
torney’s Office for over 16 years, where he 
has prosecuted some of the most violent 
crimes committed in the county. He cur-
rently serves in the Major Crimes-Homi-
cide Unit. He is also a 2022 candidate for 
District Attorney.

Criminal Laws On the Frontlines

quish power willingly. They gave states 
ultimate power over the federal gov-
ernment. Article V says that Congress, 
”on the Application of the Legislatures 
of two thirds of the several States, 
shall call a Convention for proposing 
Amendments ...” Thus, if 34 states de-
mand it, Congress must call a conven-
tion for proposing amendments to the 
Constitution.

Based on this power delegated 
to the states by our Founders, I and 
many others are proposing that we 
save our republic by convening a Con-
vention of States to consider amend-
ments restoring meaningful limits 
to federal power and authority. The 
growing movement to call for an Arti-
cle V Convention of States was started 
in 2013 by Mark Meckler and Michael 
Farris. It is endorsed by author and 
constitutional law expert Mark Levin, 
U.S. Senator Tom Cotton, commenta-
tor Ben Shapiro, former congressman 
Ron Paul, conservative activist Charlie 
Kirk, Florida governor Ron DeSantis 
and former Housing and Urban De-
velopment secretary (and acclaimed 
neurosurgeon) Ben Carson, to name 
a few.

How exactly does it work? Once 
34 states call a convention, all 50 states 
send a delegate to represent their in-
terests. Each state gets one vote on any 
constitutional amendment proposed. 
Amendments only pass to the states 
for ratification if a majority of the 
states vote in the affirmative. Congress 
has no say whatsoever over the out-
come. It is completely in the hands of 
the states, which means it’s a whole lot 
closer to the hands of the people.

America has never amended the 
Constitution this way. That doesn’t 
mean we can’t. One objection to us-
ing this constitutional tool, some say, 
is that it might open the door to re-
writing the entire Constitution. An-
tonin Scalia, the late Supreme Court 
Justice, acknowledged this risk but 
regarded it as a minimal and reason-
able one. Why? Because to be ratified, 

a proposed amendment would need 
the approval of three-fourths —  that 
is, 38 — states, as set forth in Article 
V. That’s a very high bar. Thirty-eight 
states probably would never agree to 
something radical such as, for exam-
ple, abolishing free speech. In Scal-
ia’s words, “[The Founders] knew the 
Congress would be unwilling to give 
attention to many issues ... involving 
restrictions on the federal govern-
ment’s own power ... [so] they pro-
vided the convention [of states] as a 
remedy.”

A remedy of this kind is exact-
ly what we need. Today, politicians 
can turn our lives upside down on a 
whim (thinks me: vaccine passports). 
This is the kind of stuff King George 
III did in 1775. Being at the mercy of 
distant, disconnected rulers was why 
the American Revolution was fought 
in the first place. But today we don’t 
need a revolution; we have Article V.

The convention should limit itself 
to:

1) greatly limiting the size, scope 
and jurisdiction of the federal govern-
ment,

2) imposing fiscal restraints on 
the federal government, and

3) creating term limits for elected 
public servants.

Other good ideas include a lim-
it on taxes, spending and borrow-
ing. And how about a constitutional 
amendment stating that Congress 
can’t exempt itself from laws it passes? 
Congress does this thousands of times 
in arenas from insider trading (yes, 
you heard me right) to Obamacare. 
How about We the People say simply, 
through a brief amendment, “What’s 
good for the goose is good for the gan-
der”?

A Convention of States will not 
solve all of America’s problems, but 
the Founders put it in the Constitu-
tion for a reason. They knew a time 
would come when Washington would 
become so big and intrusive that only 
We The People could cut it down to 
size. That time is now.

Continued from pg. 8

Continued from pg. 9
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BIBLICAL CITIZENSHIP IN MODERN 
AMERICA (8-Week Class)
Wednesday Evenings, September 29, 2021 
– November 17, 2021
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
 
Now more than ever, our nation is in need 
of Biblical citizens who grasp the dynamic 
unity of citizens of the Kingdom of God 
and citizens of this great nation!
This course offers a quick-start guide to 
the longest-standing Constitution in his-
tory, complete with an overview of all the 
Articles and Amendments. What sets this 
apart from other U.S. Constitution courses 
is the interactive, fast-paced presentations; 
the fabulous locations of Independence 
Hall and the Wallbuilders’ Library; and 
finally our Biblical heritage is intricately 
woven throughout the entire course!
You will learn how the founders relied 
on their Christian moorings and Bibli-
cal worldview to secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity. All 
in all, you will be edified and equipped 
to operationalize your faith and practice 
Biblical Citizenship in Modern America!
 
Please bring your middle- and high-
school-age kids. Free to attend & includes 
a digital workbook. A $20 recommended 
physical workbook is available for pur-
chase at class or online.
 
Register for this FREE class today and 
invite your friends and family to do the 
same.
 
DATES: Every Wednesday evening from 
September 29 through November 17, 
2021
TIME: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
COST: FREE to attend and includes a 
digital workbook. A $20 recommended 
physical workbook is available for pur-
chase at class or online.
LOCATION: Houses of Light Church, 
19408 Londelius Street, Northridge, CA 
91324
ONLINE CLASS: Information on how to 
attend this event online will be emailed 
to you after registration. See below to 
register.
INFORMATION/REGISTRATION: 
Sign up online today at https://www.
patriotacademy.com/coach/register/2228. 
Contact your host Lars Rottler at lars@
rottlerrentals.com or (818) 255-8300 with 
any questions you may have.
______________________________
HARVEST FESTIVAL
October 1 – 3, 2021
Friday and Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
 
Harvest Festival at Ventura County 
Fairgrounds consists of 24,000 American 
handmade art & crafts, woodwork, jewel-
ry and more. Kidzone with crafts and all-
day entertainment. Donate an unexpired 
food item at gate and save $2 on one adult, 
military or senior admission.
 
DATES: October 1 – 3, 2021
TIMES: Friday and Saturday 10:00 a.m. 
– 5:00 p.m., Sunday  10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
COST:  $9.00 General Admission, $7.00 
Seniors (62+), $7.00 Military, $4.00 Kids 
(13-17), FREE (12 & Under)
LOCATION: Ventura County Fair-

grounds, 10 W. Harbor Blvd., Ventura, CA 
93001
TICKETS: https://harvestfestival.com/
ventura
______________________________
NIGHTS OF THE JACK
October 1 – October 31, 2021
Various Times – See Website Below
 
NIGHTS OF THE JACK is an immersive 
Halloween experience for all ages. Vast 
grounds of intricately hand-carved and 
illuminated jack o’lanterns welcome vis-
itors as they make their way through our 
walking trail around King Gillette Ranch 
in Calabasas, Calif. Guests will have the 
opportunity to immerse themselves in a 
Halloween wonderland featuring a live 
pumpkin carver, gift shop, top LA food 
trucks, our “The Spookeasy Bar” and tons 
of other unforgettable moments for all to 
enjoy! Come experience what everyone is 
talking about!
 
DATES: October 1 – October 31, 2021
TIME: Various times – See website below
COST: Tickets are $34.99 and up depend-
ing on the day. A limited number of “VIP 
Anytime Tickets” are available at a premi-
um cost. Children 2 years old and under 
are FREE. Please refer to the TIXR site for 
more information.
LOCATION: King Gillette Ranch (en-
trance located on Wickland Road and 
Mulholland Hwy), 26800 Mulholland 
Hwy, Calabasas, CA 91302
TICKETS/INFORMATION: nightsofthe-
jack.com
______________________________
VOICES OF OLD CONEJO at the 
STAGECOACH INN MUSEUM
Saturday/Sunday – October 2, 3, 9 and 10, 
2021
Various Times – See Website Below
 
Travel through time to view historical vi-
gnettes as you stroll the museum grounds 
discovering what life was like in the 
Conejo Valley from 1870 to 2021.  During 
the 90-minute tour escorted by guides in 
1800s attire, guests will encounter local 
historical characters and see families pass-
ing through, settling, leaving, and some 
remaining for generations as Thousand 
Oaks grows from a dusty stagecoach stop 
between Los Angeles and Santa Barbara 
into a thriving suburban area.
Visitors who attend later showings will be 
dazzled by the Inn after dark, and all will 
learn something new about our beautiful 
valley and the people that make up our 
colorful past.
Reservations are required. BUY TICKETS 
NOW!
 
DATES: Saturdays and Sundays – October 
2, 3, 9 and 10, 2021
TIMES: Performances are at 5:00, 5:30, 
6:00, 6:30, and 7:00 p.m. Limited to 12 
guests per performance.
COST: $20 per ticket, $15 for CVHS 
members with discount code. Early Bird 
Pricing (before September 18). Guests 
must be at least 8 years old.
LOCATION: 51 South Ventu Park Road, 
Newbury Park, CA  91320
TICKETS/INFORMATION:  stage-
coachinnmuseum.com – See Website for 
Other Events. For more Information, call: 
(805) 498-9441 or (818) 371-4956.

______________________________
ERIC EARLY, REPUBLICAN CANDI-
DATE FOR CALIFORNIA ATTORNEY 
GENERAL IN 2022, IS SPEAKING AT 
THE REPUBLICAN WOMEN FEDER-
ATED GENERAL MEETING
Thursday, October 14, 2021
5:30 p.m.
 
Come hear Guest Speaker Eric Early, Re-
publican candidate for California Attor-
ney General in 2022, and enjoy a catered 
buffet dinner!
 
Eric is a husband, father, and small 
businessman. Eric is the co-owner and 
Managing Partner of a 25-lawyer nation-
ally recognized law firm “Early Sullivan 
Wright Gizer and McRae” (www.Early-
Sullivan.com). Eric is also lead counsel for 
the RecallGavin2020 team and one of his 
many other clients includes One America 
News Network. Eric is the host of “The 
Early Edition” live on Sundays at 12 noon 
on KRLA AM 870, The Answer and “The 
Early Report”  live on CRN Digital Talk 
Radio on Tuesdays at 4 PM.
 
DATE: Thursday, October 14, 2021
TIME: 5:30 p.m.
COST: CVRWF Members $27 ($2 dis-
count for Cash or Check), Non-members 
$32 ($2 discount for Cash or Check). 
Includes a buffet dinner. If you would like 
to reserve your seat and make payment, 
please contact cvrwf@outlook.com. Mail 
checks to CVRWF P.O. BOX 7151, Thou-
sand Oaks, CA 91359. For more payment 
options, go to www.conejorwf.org. 
LOCATION: Los Robles Greens, 229 
South Moorpark Road, Thousand Oaks, 
CA 
INFORMATION/RESERVATIONS: 
CVRWF Website: cvrwf.com. Follow us 
on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
groups/cvrwf. If you would like to reserve 
your seat and make payment, please con-
tact cvrwf@outlook.com. Mail checks to 
CVRWF P.O. BOX 7151, Thousand Oaks, 
CA 91359. For more payment options, go 
to www.conejorwf.org. 
______________________________
PORT HUENEME BEACH CLEANUP
Saturday, October 16, 2021
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
 
Killer Creamery is partnering with the 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation and the 
PNW Protectors to host a beach cleanup 
at Port Hueneme Beach!
 
Come learn about a few amazing orga-
nizations, help us clean up this beautiful 
beach and try some awesome ice cream 
from Killer Creamery. Sample all ice 
creams and Sammie flavors. Leave with a 
free coupon – good at any Vons store.
Sign up early and make sure to share it 
with your friends!

DATE: Saturday, October 16, 2021
TIME: 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
COST: FREE
LOCATION: Port Hueneme Beach Park, 
550 E Surfside Dr., Port Hueneme, CA 
93041
REGISTRATION: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/port-hueneme-beach-clean-
up-hosted-by-killer-creamery-tickets-
168632084103?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
______________________________
29th THOUSAND OAKS ROTARY 
STREET FAIR
Sunday, October 17, 2021
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

 
Come together in celebrating the best of 
Thousand Oaks: Family, Community and 
Service. Through the years, 100% of the 
net proceeds raised will benefit thou-
sands of lives in our communities, many 
of which have either endured a heart-
breaking and life changing event or been 
severely affected by the pandemic.
Things to Do & Enjoy at the Fair
Live entertainment
Window-less shopping with over 300 
vendors
Lots of fun rides and activities for kids of 
all ages (Donations appreciated)
Delicious food choices from a variety of 
food trucks and food vendors
An opportunity to meet and greet with 
just some of the real superheroes in our 
community: TOPD, Ventura County Fire 
Department, First Responders, and Medi-
cal Professionals.
Shop, save and discover unique holiday 
gifts with over 250 craft and household 
vendors.
 
DATE: Sunday, October 17, 2021
TIME: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
COST: FREE admission
LOCATION: Moorpark Road, Thousand 
Oaks (Between Hillcrest and Wilber)
Where to Park: Thanks to the support of 
the Janss Marketplace, fairgoers may park 
free of charge in the Janss Mall parking 
lot, right across the fair.
INFORMATION: tostreetfair.com
______________________________
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
COLLECTION
Every Friday and Saturday
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. by appointment only
 
The City of Thousand Oaks operates a 
permanent, state-of-the-art Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility, open 
by appointment for residents of Thousand 
Oaks & unincorporated Ventura County 
(e.g., Lake Sherwood, Santa Rosa Valley, 
El Rio, Saticoy, Piru). Residents of other 
cities are advised to check their respective 
city’s website for information on how to 
dispose of household hazardous waste 
where they live.
Appointments are required for HHW 
drop-offs. Please use the website below 
to make or cancel an appointment. To 
change an appointment, please cancel 
your existing appointment and book a 
new appointment.
 
DATES: Open every Friday and Satur-
day by appointment only for residents 
of Thousand Oaks & unincorporated Ven-
tura County (e.g., Lake Sherwood, Santa 
Rosa Valley, El Rio, Saticoy, Piru).
TIME: Hours of operation: Every Friday 
& Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (except 
most major holiday weekends). Appoint-
ment times are limited and available on a 
first-come, first-served basis.
COST: FREE appointments for verified 
Thousand Oaks and unincorporated Ven-
tura County residents. See website below 
for details and to book an appointment.
LOCATION: 2010 Conejo Center Drive, 
Newbury Park, CA 91320
INFORMATION/APPOINTMENTS: 
To make a FREE appointment (required) 
and obtain detailed information on HHW 
Facility guidelines, visit their website: 
https://www.toaks.org/departments/
public-works/sustainability/trash-recy-
cling/trash-recycling-residential-services/
household-hazardous-waste

Community Events
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September 2
A suspect spray-painted and 
scratched victim’s car, causing 
over $400 in damages on the 
500 block of Wilshire Place.
 
A 46-year-old male was 
arrested for taking a lost bike 
for his own personal use 
without attempting to try to 
find the rightful owner off of 
Hampshire Road and Even-
star Ave.
 
A vehicle was reported as 
burglarized on the 100 block 
of Pepper Road.  
 
A stolen vehicle was reported 
on the 2100 block of Rodeo 
Court.
 
A fight was reported on the 
2300 block of North Moor-
park Road.
 
September 3

A 61-year-old male was ar-
rested for assaulting a victim 
with a deadly weapon on the 
400 block of N. Ventura Park 
Road.
 
A possibly known subject 
unlawfully took a victim’s 
property with a value greater 
than $950 on the 40 block of 
Jensen Court.
 
Elder abuse was reported on 
the 1400 block of El Cerrito 
Drive.
 
Elder abuse was reported on 
the 200 block of West Janss 
Road.
 
A 33-year-old male was ar-
rested for spitting in the vic-
tim’s face on Thousand Oaks 
Blvd. and Rancho Rd.
 
Unknown suspect(s) stole 
a victim’s purse from her 

vehicle and used credit cards 
without permission on the 
4100 block of Erbes Road.
 
September 4
An unknown subject vandal-
ized a church property with 
a value greater than $400 to 
repair the damage on the 1500 
block of East Hillcrest Drive.
 
An unknown suspect stole a 
victim’s mountain bike valued 
at more than $950 from the 
victim’s backyard on the 1600 
block of Elmsford Place.
 
A 23-year-old male was 
arrested for providing false 
identification to a peace of-
ficer, displaying a fraudulent 
identification card, and being 
in possession of burglary 
tools at Doral Cr. and Floresta 
Ct.
 
September 5
A 21-year-old male was ar-
rested, cited, and released for 
possession of nunchakus and 
possession of a methamphet-
amine pipe off of Avenida de 
Los Arboles and 23 FWY.
 
Unknown suspect(s) entered 
the victim’s vehicle by force 
and took property without 
permission on the 700 block 
of Erbes Road.
 
A stolen vehicle was reported 
on the 5500 block of Tanoak 
Lane in Oak Park.
 
Vandalism was reported on 
the 1900 block of East Aveni-
da De Los Arboles.
 
September 6
A 48-year-old female was 
arrested for PC 28110, Felon 
in Possession of Pepper Spray, 
for being under the influence 
of a controlled substance, and 

for possessing controlled sub-
stances and drug parapherna-

lia on the 2400 block of W. 
Hillcrest Drive. 
 
An unknown suspect placed 
a scanning device in the 
card reader at an ATM on 
the 100 block of W. Hillcrest 
Drive.
 
A known suspect entered 
La Reina High School after 
hours and took property 
without consent on the 100 
block of West Janss Road.
 
September 7
An unknown suspect falsely 
represented himself to an 
elderly victim with intent to 
defraud the victim of money 
on the 1000 block of Via 
Colinas in Thousand Oaks.
 
A 21-year-old male was ar-
rested for battering a victim. 
The same subject also van-
dalized two victims’ vehicles 
causing damage over $400 

on the 1700 block of E. Aveni-
da de Los Arboles.
 
A known suspect vandalized 
a victim’s property causing 
damage and unlawfully en-
tered the victim’s residence on 
the 4300 block of Forest Oaks 
Drive.
 
A known subject was arrested 
for battering a victim. The 
same subject also vandalized 
two victims’ vehicles off of 
Avenida de Los Arboles.
 
A 43-year-old male and a 
35-year-old male were ar-
rested for possessing bur-
glary tools and attempting to 
burglarize a closed business 
on the 2200 block of Newbury 
Road.
 
September 8
A 47-year-old male was 
arrested for criminally threat-
ening and attacking a victim 
with a deadly weapon on the 
500 block of W. Gainsborough 
Road.
 
An unknown suspect used 
force to enter a business to 
commit theft on the 500 block 
of North Ventu Park Road.
 
Lost property was reported on 
the 100 block of Queens Gar-
den Drive in Lake Sherwood.
 
A stolen vehicle was recov-
ered on the 1300 block of East 
Thousand Oaks Boulevard.
 
Vandalism was reported on 
the 100 block of Comanche 
Avenue.
 
September 9
A 54-year-old male was ar-
rested for forcing entry into 
a vehicle with the intent to 
commit theft. He then entered 

a school after hours and took 
property at Spring Rd. and 
Tierra Rejada in Moorpark.
 
A known suspect was arrest-
ed for maliciously damaging 
a victim’s property on the 
700 block of Coral Ridge 
Court and for being under 
the influence of a controlled 
substance.
 
Unknown suspect(s) stole the 
victim’s license plates from his 
vehicle on the 2500 block of 
Thousand Oaks Blvd.
 
September 10
A 29-year-old male was ar-
rested for possession of stolen 
mail, personal identifying 
information, and possession 
of narcotics off of Willow and 
Hampshire Rd.
 
An 18-year-old male was 
arrested for battering a vic-
tim by throwing him to the 
ground on the 1100 block of 
Landsburn Circle.  
 
An unknown suspect stole 
items valuing over $950 from 
the victim’s unsecured vehicle 
on the 30 block of Hoden-
camp Rd.
 
September 11
A 40-year-old male was ar-
rested for causing more than 
$400 in damage to a victim’s 
property and stealing the vic-
tim’s property valued at less 
than $950 in Thousand Oaks.
 
An unknown suspect stole 
over $950 worth of property 
from a victim on the 2800 
block of Calle Quebracho.
 
A 28-year-old male was 
arrested after a billy club was 
located in his vehicle off of 
Rancho Conejo Blvd. and 
Hillcrest Dr.  
 
September 12
A 39-year-old male was 
arrested for being under the 
influence of a controlled sub-
stance and fleeing the scene 
of a traffic collision on the 
4900 block of Via Coronado.
 
September 13
A 37-year-old male was 
arrested for trespassing on 
property and stealing under 
$950 worth of property from 
the victim on the 2700 block 
of Teller Road.
 
A 40-year-old male was ar-
rested for entering a hotel and 
using services without paying 
for them and refusing to leave 
when asked on the 70 block of 
W. Thousand Oaks Blvd.
 
September 14
A 23-year-old female was 
arrested for narcotic-related 
offenses on the 2000 block of 
E. Avenida de Los Arboles.

Sheriff’s Blotter
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